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RAMBLINGS GROUNDS VISITS - KEY TO THE MAIN ABBREVIATIONS USED
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Y A GROUND VISIT ALSO COUNTS AS A NEW TICK...

ABR - when the match is abandoned but the result still stands (by later agreement);
N&V - where the match is later declared null and void for an infringement (eg. for fielding an ineligible player etc) and

RSN - when a club’s reserve/academy side regularly uses a completely different ground to that of the first team;

X A GROUND VISIT DOESN’T COUNT AS A NEW TICK IF...
RV - it’s a re-visit to the same ground (even after redevelopment) used by the same club (even with a new name);
<> - A Bracketed Tick - where a visit is made to the same ground/site which is used by a different club/s;
ABN - the match is abandoned, the result is declared null and void and the game is scheduled to be re-played;
LC - the same ground used at non-league level is later re-visited when the club is playing in the EFL;
RSX - where a reserve side is sharing the same ground with that of its first team;
XF - the ground is visited for a ‘friendly’ (non-competitive or charity match) and

XT - the match attended is for a significantly less/shorter time than intended at kick-off.



https://footballgroundsinfocus.com/CompleteGroundsListChronNEW.pdf

RAMBLINGS GROUNDS VISITS - EXPLAINER
INTRODUCTION

It is almost sixty years ago since | attended my first ever game when my dad took me to Boothferry Park to watch Hull
City play Crystal Palace in a Football League Division Two fixture on Saturday 16t September 1967. Aged only nine at the
time, | can still remember vividly staring in awe at everything before me - the tall floodlight pylons, the massive playing
surface with its beautifully manicured grass and the large stands full of people, all of which helped to create a truly
magical atmosphere. So excited by the occasion, | barely concentrated on the game itself which ended 1-1 in front of
15,993 fans. | still have a copy of the glossy black and amber official matchday programme sold on the day for the
princely sum of 6D. Totally inspirational and joyous stuff!

My earliest experience of football ground record keeping began when | applied to join the 92 Club back in 1987. A log of
all the matches attended made it necessary for potential members to provide details of each visit made on their
obsessive journey. This included listing accurate data covering the date, fixture, result and attendance in order to prove
you had ‘done the lot’. Thankfully after spending a few days in the Hull Central library looking through the football
archives (mainly scanning the results pages from the sports pages found in old newspapers to find some of the missing
details) my hard work finally paid off. It wasn’t long before | successfully received my certificate and club badge in the
post confirming | was in fact the 500" member of the club to have achieved this ambitious ‘goal’ (pardon the pun).

But this was only the start of what was to become a lifelong hobby. After completing visits to all the thirty-eight Scottish
Football League grounds, my attention quickly moved on to attending non-league grounds, starting with teams playing in
the Conference and the other top feeder leagues. The collecting bug had truly bitten, and it wasn’t long before | was
visiting grounds found in local grassroots football, something that | had never even considered only a few years earlier.
The rest is history as they say.

With so many games and stats to record | soon managed to a fill two A6 pocket size notebooks which chronicled my
travels to grounds up and down the country. Although the entries on the pages may have faded over the years, | can still




remember to this day many of the exciting trips, venues and people | have encountered over what has been a wonderful
‘hopping career’.

COMPILING A GROUNDS LIST

Since FGIF began back in 2004 | continued to keep a log of my footy trips in an easier-to-compile digital format (Microsoft
Excel files) which can be viewed collectively on the dedicated pages of the Ramblings Archive. Although | had a rough
idea of how many grounds | had been to on my travels, | decided to do a proper re-count (something | had been putting
off until now) over the recent mid-season break. After several weeks of creating and editing new spreadsheets
(transferring data from those earlier pen and paper entries detailed in my old notebooks) and copying and pasting (more
recent stuff) into one convenient place, | have hopefully come up with a more accurate and definitive list. Phew!

Although the main purpose has been to record the number of grounds visited, for reference purposes the main list has
been arranged with a greater emphasis on the clubs themselves. The information can be viewed (a) Chronologically
(arranged in date order with most recent at the top) or Alphabetically (in an A-to-Z format). For ease of viewing the clubs
have been split into four main (colour-coded) sections, covering visits to English Football League, Scottish Football
League, Non-League and Foreign grounds.

GROUND HOPPING OR CLUB HOPPING?

During the extensive compilation of my list, | have asked myself this question several times. Over the years | have, like
many other ground collectors, tended to visit grounds mostly by selecting the clubs from different leagues with the
eventual aim of ticking them off one by one. | have adopted such ‘completist’ behaviour by regularly checking league
tables and fixtures before attending games, then later ticking them off my ‘to do’ list until | have achieved visits to all
the clubs in a specific league.

Such a goal, however, is often short-lived as new clubs are formed or come up through the feeder leagues each season. In
turn this provides us with further ‘hoppertunities’ and gives us a chance to then re-complete different leagues all over
again.




For me | would say that ground hopping as such occurs through club hopping - they are inextricably linked - we tick off
grounds by virtue of the clubs playing on them. Naturally there are other occasions when we are more compelled to visit
a football ground because that is our prime focus regardless of the fixture or competition being played there.

MY HOPPING ‘RULES’

Over the years | have adopted a few basic ‘groundhopping rules’ which have worked well for me so far. In order to add a
new ground to my list it must generally satisfy the following self-imposed criteria: (a) it’s the first time | have been to the
ground; (b) I’m attending to watch a club’s first team play in a ‘proper’ organised competitive game; (c) | intend to watch
the game from the kick-off for its full duration (where possible) and (d) | am satisfied that the match ends in a result (see
below re *abandoned matches and those **declared null and void). Obviously, everyone has their own way of ‘counting’
grounds and adding them to their ‘must do’ lists, so it’s always the case of doing what’s right for you and sticking to it...

AN EXCEPTION TO THE RULES...

Although | prefer to attend only first team football matches, | would count the visit to watch a Reserve, Youth or Academy
club side if it regularly played its competitive games on a separate ground to that of its first team during the course of a
season.

*ABANDONED MATCHES

So, what happens when a game is called off before reaching its full-time conclusion? Where a game is abandoned before
its completion (for whatever reason) | would count the visit as a new ground tick if the match result (at the time the
game stopped) still stands and is later recorded and validated. Very often such decisions are made afterwards by club and
league committees (who consider the circumstances, time of the incident and read the referee’s match report of the
game) as to whether the result of an abandoned game is accepted or whether the match needs to be replayed at a later
date (in which case | wouldn’t count it!).

WHEN A GROUND VISIT DOESN’T COUNT

Like most hoppers | like to try and visit a new ground as often as possible but do enjoy making revisits from time to time
especially if it’s (a) to take in an important game; (b) to see what a ground looks like following redevelopment or (c)




frequently returning to watch a club that you have supported for years. As a result, | don’t count such re-visits as new
ground ticks, even if the ground has been redeveloped over time (like Wembley Stadium), or where the club has changed
its name or become a new ‘Phoenix’ club (for example, when North Ferriby United later became North Ferriby) or

changed its status (for example, when Barnet joined the EFL after gaining promotion from the Conference - the club was
still playing at Underhill following a previous visit there in its non-league days.

THOSE ‘GREY’ AREAS

Whilst completing my ground lists | have come across certain anomalies in deciding whether to count a visit as a new
ground or not. This has revolved around what | call the ‘grey’ areas.

Ground-Sharing/Bracketed Tick - where two or more different clubs share the same ground/complex, | regard each as a
separate club visit but only count the ground itself once (indicated by <> or what is regarded as a Bracketed Tick)
thereafter. This also applies in the situation where two separate clubs merge to form a distinctly brand-new club (again,
it’s a Bracketed Tick).

Arriving late or leaving early - although | prefer to arrive at a game ahead of kick-off and watch the match to its
conclusion, | do realise there are instances where this is not always possible. Things out of our control such traffic
problems, timetabling restrictions or even the dreaded abandoned game, may dictate that we arrive late or have to leave
early and not see a full ninety minutes of action. The decision to count the ground in such circumstances is obviously a
personal one. In my early days of hopping whilst on holiday on the Isle of Wight | only watched half a game (in passing)
and later decided not to count it in my records. Needless to say, | have not been back and probably never will!

** Games Declared Null & Void - this is another tricky one to assess. On very rare occasions where it is discovered (after
the game) that a team has fielded an ineligible player (possibly due to an administrative error) sanctions are imposed to
punish the offending club. Although the official match result may still appear in a club’s records, the league or
competition committee may deem it necessary to deduct points from the club (for a league game) or expel a side (in the
case of a cup tie). In such circumstances | would still count my visit as a new ground tick. Imagine the aggro it would
cause if we had to constantly keep checking out for dodgy results after watching a game. No thanks!!




Teams withdrawing from a league mid-season - on extreme occasions a club may decide to drop out of a league (perhaps
where there is difficulty in fielding a team or for financial reasons) before the end of the season and their records are
declared null and void for that season. In such an event | would still count a visit to the club/ground (as a new tick) prior

to the sanction. Similarly, where a club is expelled (for a breach of rules) by the competition’s organising committee, any
visit made before this would also count.

Covid 19 - all visits made to grounds during the Covid pandemic (2019-20 and 2020-21) where the games/results were
later declared null and void and the season subsequently curtailed/cancelled still count as new club/ground visits in my
records. At the time of my visit, the match was completed, the result still stood and the competition remained ‘active’.
In the subsequent years | have not attempted or desired to ‘re-visit’ any of the clubs or venues attended during those
pandemic affected seasons.

Get In Touch - if after reading any of the comments highlighted above, please get in touch (whether you agree or not) as
I, and many other readers would love to hear your views about ground collecting and the ways you record new ground

visits. Please use the E-Mail address listed at the top of the Home page or the one found in the Contacts section of the
site.

Cheers Martin 13/06/26




