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TT No.094: 26/04/05 Ground/Club Focus: Mike Latham – Maine Road (NWCL1)  

Mon 25 Apr 2005, NWCL1 Maine Road 1-2 Curzon Ashton (Att-70).  

There is always something to be gleaned from a visit to a non-league ground and 

the trip to Maine Road’s ground at the Manchester County FA’s headquarters at 

Brantingham Road did not disappoint.  

Maine Road produced a superb 88-page programme for only £1- equal in size and 

quality to Great Harwood’s effort of a few days earlier. Containing up-to-date stats 

and reports, with the NWCL newsletter as part of the insert, a review of the season 

with some great cartoons and a fabulous club history and records section the 

programme was simply an outstanding effort.  

Formed in 1955 as Manchester City Supporters Rusholme and later renamed Maine 

Road FC after their headquarters at the newly built Maine Road Social Club, Maine 

Road have played at Brantingham Road since 1980 and been members of the NWCL 

since 1987.  

Their number 4, Ian Walker, recently completed 600 appearances for the club- a 

magnificent achievement and Maine Road clearly attract a great loyalty from their 

players and supporters. Many of their current crop of players have come up 

through the youth teams at the club and the average age of the side, despite 

Walker’s presence, is around 20 or 21- a source of great pride to club officials.  

Brantingham Road is situated in the middle of Manchester suburbia, about half-a-

mile or so from Chorlton-cum-Hardy and about 10 minutes from J7 of the M60. A 

school playing-fields is next door and the far side of the ground is bounded by 

houses. 

The welcome at the turnstiles was warm and the club secretary willingly gave out 

the team lists while snacks were purveyed from a makeshift building near the club 

house at the entrance to the ground. There is a club house at the entrance. The 

attendance appeared to be about average for the season, around the 70-mark. 

The playing pitch was in good condition despite it being close to the end of a long 

season but the ground itself is rather featureless- a long shelter, about two-thirds 

of the far touchline down one side and two small covered stands, one containing 

seats down the near side where the dug-outs are situated. There is a  post and rail 

fence surrounding the ground, and a word of warning, if you position yourself 

behind the far goal- you are likely to be the only spectator at this end and spend 

the whole game fagging the ball from wayward shots and crosses for a grateful 

goalkeeper. Your writer fell naively into this trap.  

Curzon Ashton came from 1-0 behind at halftime to win 2-1, their winner being a 

superb first-time volley from winger Simon Heaton. It was a competitive game 

played in a good spirit.  



It was a hugely enjoyable evening after a beautiful Spring day in Manchester and 

the community feel and welcome from Maine Road more than compensated for the 

rather featureless surroundings.  

Interestingly the programme gave out awards for the season with Ramsbottom 

United emerging with the best pies and favourite ground, St Helens Town the best 

hospitality and Congleton the best programme. Highly recommended.  
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