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TT No.084: 16/04/05 Ground/Club Focus: Mike Latham – Newcastle Town 

(NWCL1)  

Sat 16 April 2005, NWCL Division One, Newcastle Town 4-0 Squires Gate (att-100)  

Newcastle Town kept up the pressure on leaders Fleetwood Town with their sixth 

successive win to make next week’s meeting between the two sides one to savour.  

With player-manager Nigel Gleghorn calling the shots from midfield Newcastle 

always looked in control and were three goals to the good by half time. Long 

serving defender Dean Gillick scored twice, both with headers after Paul Harris’s 

close-range opener. The second half was tame by comparison though Dave 

Woodvine’s fizzing left-foot volley for the fourth was one to savour.  

Newcastle’s ground is Lyme Valley Parkway, a pleasant setting in a valley with 

rugby and cricket pitch next door and just a five-minutes journey from J15 of the 

M6. Originally built in the 1950s, the venue is also a velodrome with a £250,000 

cycle track recently installed.  The curved banking around the playing area makes 

for some great vantage points of the pitch below.  

Admission was £5 adults with a superb programme selling for £1. There is a tea hut 

and small clubhouse and the welcome from club officials was very friendly. With 

Stoke City at home just a few miles down the road the attendance was affected 

and was around the 100-mark. Stoke use the ground for reserve team and junior 

fixtures and the playing area was in excellent condition. Most of the spectators 

gathered on the club house side where a small and modern seated stand gives a 

good view of the action.  On the far side there is a covered terraced area. The 

ground was maintained to a high standard and a club official informed it had 

recently received a B grading that would enable the club to stage games in 

Conference North.  

The 44-page programme had some innovative features and was well designed with 

a wealth of interesting editorial.  Of particular interest was a survey of all the 

clubs in the league with Town’s rivals marked out of 100 for categories such as 

ground standard, interaction with local supporters, the welcome by club officials, 

programme quality, food and bar facilities and overall value of the day.  

On the survey Atherton LR come out on top with 77percent with St Helens Town 

bottom with 32 percent. The programme is the best this writer has seen in non-

league circles this season and complimented a most enjoyable afternoon’s 

entertainment. 03/20 

 


