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TT No.081: 14/04/05 Ground/Club Focus: Mike Latham – New Mills (NWCL2)  

Tues 12 Apr 2005, NWCL Division 2; New Mills 0-2 Silsden (att. - 141)  

This match brought together two of the newcomers to the NWCL this season with 

Silsden, despite a heavy fixture backlog, still in with a chance of promotion and 

the Millers also well placed in the top half of the table.  

New Mills are a long-established club who enjoyed a golden period between 1963-

71 when they won the Manchester League on seven occasions.  

Their Church Lane ground is superbly maintained and there is a warm welcome 

extended to travellers. The ground has been developed in recent years with the 

aid of a fund-raising appeal and lottery funding and is a most pleasant place for 

spectators to enjoy their football.  

Located off the A6 Stockport- Buxton road, New Mills is situated in the High Peak 

and surrounded by some marvellous scenery. The ground is easily located, opposite 

the imposing church, and there is plenty of parking close by with a station a 

bracing ten-minute walk-away.  

Admission was only £2 and a smart 32-page programme, bang up-to-date, was 

quite amazing value at 60p- ridiculously cheap for an effort of this quality.  

The ground is surrounded on three sides by a tall dark brown fence and there is a 

small stand and cover on the Church Road side. The dressing rooms and club house 

are located behind one goal. The rest of the ground is hard standing.  Several 

tables had been laid out in front of the club house for the benefit of supporters to 

enjoy eating their pies and peas.  

The club house also houses a tea bar with prices well below the norm but with 

drinks served in pot mugs and pie, peas and gravy in proper dishes.  

The Millers are the best supported club in the NWCL2 this season, averaging around 

160, and they had the feel of a vibrant community club. They run several junior 

sides and have Astroturf facilities for hire on a site adjoining the main ground. The 

club’s website is also a model for others to follow, packed with relevant 

information and excellent photographs.  

An increasingly scrappy game was marred by a serious leg injury to a home player 

ten minutes from time with the visitors edging home with a goal in each half from 

a game of few chances. A visit to Church Lane is highly recommended.  
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