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TT No.057: 23/03/05 Ground/Club Focus: Mike Latham - St. Helens Town 

(NWCL1)  

Tuesday 22 March 2005; NWCL Division One St Helens Town 1-1 Alsager Town 

(attendance - 78)  

Knowsley Road is one of the most famous Rugby League grounds in the world and 

has been home to St Helens RLFC since 1890.  

Saints have been the most successful side of the summer era and last year 

averaged 9,507 for home games with a top gate of 15,964 for the derby with 

Wigan.  

The ground record attendance is 35,695 for the Wigan game on Boxing Day 1949.  

Many Saints fans are disappointed to see neighbouring teams move to smart new 

grounds within the last few years like Wigan and Warrington or develop their old 

ground as Widnes have done, while Saints have remained at Knowsley Road. There 

have been rumours of a new ground to be built on a old glass-making factory site 

nearer the centre of town and under the energetic and ambitious new board these 

may well come to fruition in the future. Knowsley Road has a rather dated 

appearance though it is well maintained and painted and has lots of advertising 

boards and excellent floodlights as well as a fine playing area.  

The main stand holds 2,372 with the rest of the ground covered standing on two 

sides and open standing at the clubhouse end.  

When St Helens Town FC sold their Hoghton Road ground a few years ago they 

moved in with St Helens as part of the grandly named Sporting Club St Helens.  

But by contrast to the teeming thousands of fans for a Super league game a Town 

game attracts a mere trickle of supporters. The costs of players’ wages, 

floodlighting, stewarding and the groundsman alone must make each game a 

significant financial loss on the attendances that the soccer team attract.  

On a mild and dry evening, a crowd of around 50 paying spectators witnessed a 

NWCL Division One game against Alsager Town.  

Parking is easy on the main car park and the clubhouse is open during the game 

with a tea bar located on the main stand concourse. Only a small part of the main 

stand, the terracing on one half in front and a portion of terracing at the club 

house end were open with the rest of the ground cordoned off to keep stewarding 

costs down.  

Admission was £4 adults and £2 concessions but disappointingly there was no 

programme produced for the game.  



Knowsley Road would, one would think, easily meet Football League criteria and it 

is a splendid ground on which to watch football though the eerie atmosphere was 

off-putting.  

St Helens, third in the division, had to settle for a 1-1 draw after an entertaining 

game played in a good spirit and well refereed.  
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