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TT No.041: 05/03/05 Ground/Club Focus: Mike Latham - Porthmadog (Welsh 

Premier League)  

Welsh Premier League 

Sat 5 Mar 2005, Porthmadog 3-3 Airbus UK (attendance- 127)  

Porthmadog is one of the outposts of Welsh football but their stunning Y Traeth 

ground is well worth the visit, surrounded as it is by some of the most stunning 

scenery imaginable.  

Located down Snowdon Street opposite Woolworth’s in the tourist coastal town, Y 

Traeth (translated as “The Beach”) is the former site of tidal mudflats. In early Jan 

2005 the ground was flooded to the height of several feet after freak storms and 

graphic photographs in the well-stocked club shop graphically tell the story.  

Porthmadog, founder members of the WPL, regained their place in the elite of 

Welsh football in 2003 after a five-year absence and have made terrific ground 

improvements to ensure their status remains intact.  

A most helpful club official outlined that they had built a second covered stand, 

located near the corner flag on the same side as the main stand, taking their 

seating capacity up to an impressive 500.  

They had also built a perimeter stone wall and a cover for the terrace behind the 

goal to the left of the main stand.  

The ground is well maintained with the covered stands, terrace and the four 

portakabins hosting the club shop, office, boardroom and tea bar all painted in the 

club colours of red and black.  

The view is simply awe-inspiring from the main stands with the snow-capped 

mountains of the Snowdonia National Park clearly visible and the ground itself is 

situated in a pleasant rural location.  

The playing pitch looked flat and well grassed and though guilty of the occasional 

bobble was one of the best that the writer has seen in his recent travels.  

Welsh is the main language in these parts and the ground announcements are made 

initially in the native tongue with a second announcement then in English.  

Admission was £6 adults and a magnificent programme sold for only £1.  

The programme contained 52 pages and was packed with information, not reliant 

on the WPL newsletter for most of its editorial as so many in the League are. 

Porthmadog clearly enjoy a great support from the local community and their 

programme contained 76 different adverts from local businesses while the ground 

had 31 separate pitch-side advertising hoardings.  



Airbus looked set for a thrashing as they trailed 3-1 at the end of a one-sided first 

half on a cold afternoon in an enjoyable game played in a fierce wind.  

But in the second half, with the benefit of the elements, they rallied to draw 3-3 

thanks to an equaliser five minutes from time and were denied a further boost to 

their hopes of escaping relegation in their first season in the WPL by a late goal-

line clearance.  

A visit to Y Treath is highly recommended.  
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