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TT No.021: 05/02/05 Club/Ground Focus: Dennis Woods - Wincanton Town 

(Somerset Senior League 2). 

This Saturday brought a trip down to Somerset to see Wincanton Town entertain 

First Tower United in the Somerset Senior Cup Quarter Final. Cliff Heath drove 

myself Martin Hollands, Roland Reeve and Steven Crawley to the match at the 

Sports Complex in Moor Lane arriving at around noon. We confirmed the kick-off as 

1.45pm with the club and obtain a 12-page programme complete with yellow & 

Black glossy cover for £1 including the admission. I believe that Wincanton Town 

only issue programmes for their bigger games, so it may be worth checking first 

with them if you are a collector. First Tower's players were already at the complex 

and told us that they had flown from Jersey at 7am, with their return journey 

being on Sunday.  

We then headed for the town for a drink and something to eat. We first visited The 

Nog Inn, which was ok but rather smoky and then moved on to The Bear Inn which 

was a larger pub. Both pubs served real ale. We all had a good meal in The Bear 

Inn and the service was very quick. Roland had opted for the sausage baguette and 

when it arrived his sausage was around 12 inches long. The others had sausages but 

these very disappointing a lot smaller but plumper but tasty nether the less. At 

around 1:15 we headed back to the ground, there had been a rain shower while we 

had been in the pub, but as it was no longer raining, we didn't even think that 

there would be a problem with the game. How wrong we were. We then arrived 

back at the ground to find the players of both teams warming up on the pitch. It 

was starting to look unlikely that the game would kick off at 1:45 as the players 

continued to train. The grass was very wet under foot as we headed for the stand 

but the pitch looked ok. Cliff had commented that the pitch was in fact very heavy 

and the ball was not bouncing too well. The players came off just before 2pm as 

we were taking our places in the stand, which I guess would hold 50 spectators. We 

were then informed at around 2:05 that the pitch was unplayable and that the 

game was being switched to another venue. It seemed to us and the other hoppers 

present that a decision could have been made a lot sooner by the match officials, 

as the earlier shower could not have affected the pitch that badly.  

Any way the game had now been switched to South Cheriton FC's ground who play 

in the Yeovil and District League around 4 miles away. We wondered what this 

ground would be like, but made the decision to stick with the game at the new 

venue.  Obviously had it not been for the fact that the visitors had travelled so far, 

the game it would have simply been called off. South Cheriton FC play at Vernal 

Fields, Lower Road, South Cheriton. The pitch was at the bottom of a field and was 

roped off and the goal nets and corner flags were being put up as we arrived. The 

next disaster was about to happen as First Tower United had not arrived at the 

new venue as their coach battery was now flat. But thankfully they arrived. The 

rain came down again.  The game itself was a damp affair. It rained, heavy at 



times, throughout the whole game. First Tower United were much too good for 

their hosts and ran out easy 7-0 winners, with the goals coming in the 13th, 45th, 

54th, 55th, 57th, 64th and 71st minutes.  First Tower even had a player sent off 

after 65 minutes. Praise should go to all of the players and match officials for 

allowing the game to take place at all.  

At the end of the day despite the fact we were all rather damp throughout the 

game, we were all thankful that we had seen the game, at a venue we were never 

likely to visit. 
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