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TT No.107: 04/05/05 Club/Ground Focus: Mike Latham - NCEL Cup Final, 

Harrogate Railway v Sheffield at Ossett Albion FC  

Tues 3 May 2005-05-03 NCEL Cup Final, Harrogate Railway 1-2 Sheffield (att. - 250)  

Ossett Albion (in the NCEL in 2003/04) staged the final of the league’s cup 

competition for 2004/05 with an apology in their programme.  

“Although we at Ossett Albion are both pleased and proud to be asked to stage this 

Northern Counties East League Cup Final, I am sure the players will be of a 

different opinion,” it stated. “They, no doubt, will feel that the venue doesn’t 

really reflect the importance of the occasion and, having been involved in a couple 

of these cup finals ourselves, I think that judgement is a valid one.”  

The article went on to state that the relationship between the professional game 

and grass-roots is more distant than a few years ago and that it is difficult to stage 

cup finals at league grounds or even get local Football League teams to stage 

preseason friendlies with first teams as in the past.  

Albion finished mid-table in the Unibond First and produced an excellent 28-page 

programme for the final though the cover was that for one of their home games 

and had an advert for the Unibond League. It was packed with all the necessary 

information- histories and pen pictures of both sides and some good statistics of 

routes to the final, past winners of the cup and league tables. Admission was £4.50 

on a sunny and fairly warm evening with many of the spectators choosing to have a 

pre-match pint at the adjoining cricket club (Ossett Trinitarians CC) where two 

hand-pumped bitters were of excellent quality.  

Albion’s ground is situated in Dimple Wells, just five minutes or so from J40 of the 

M1 in a quiet residential area. The ground affords excellent views across to Emley 

Moor and there is a warm welcome afforded to travellers. The club-house and tea 

bar are situated by the entrance, the former serving some excellent pies, and 

some fans kept nipping in to watch the Liverpool-Chelsea game on the television.  

The pitch slopes markedly away from the cricket ground side widthways. The dug-

outs are situated at the top side and a small terrace of three steps runs behind 

affording a very intimate view of play. Both ends have cover and the far side has a 

small stand with a standing terrace either side.  There are great vantage points to 

be had all around the well-kept ground.  

Sheffield led 2-0 at half-time and though Railway replied with a headed goal early 

on the resumption held on to lift the cup. The presentation was held in front of 

the club house afterwards. The game was played in a fine sporting spirit and both 

sets of fans created a good atmosphere. A visit to Dimple Wells is highly 

recommended.  
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