
TT0405-105 

 

TT No.105: 03/05/05 Club/Ground Focus: Stephen Harris - Walton Casuals 

(CCLP)  

Monday 2 May 2005; Walton Casuals 0-0 Raynes Park Vale; Combined Cos League; 

Att: c.175; programme issued, £1, admission £4. 

I had intended this to be merely the warm-up match before going on to Aldershot 

for the play-off in the afternoon. In the event, it became the only match when the 

full horrors of Bank Holiday railway timetabling became clear to me. But it was a 

pretty good game in its own right and an enjoyable morning's football. 

The atmosphere was as much village fete as football match, with the championship 

trophy presented at the end of the game and a 'Family Fun Day' in full swing, with 

bouncy castles, Bar-B-Que, paddling pool etc. 

But it was obvious as soon as I arrived that there were long faces all round amongst 

the regulars. The reason for this was clear as I began to read the programme. 

Contrary to everyone's expectations, Casuals have failed a ground-grading 

inspection and, as things stand, are not eligible for promotion despite having 

enjoyed the most successful season in the club's history. The programme spelled 

out the exact reasons for failure and they probably bear repetition here: 

(1) Not all seats were individually numbered. Casuals have just installed a third 

unit of Arena seating, bringing seated capacity up to 159, but had forgotten to put 

numbers on the new seats - something they felt they could correct in 10 minutes. 

(2) The tannoy system. The rules apparently say that the ‘tannoy’ must be audible 

throughout the ground. Casuals have a loud ‘tannoy’ system based on two 

speakers, one each side of the ground - louder and clearer than almost any football 

ground I can think of. But they were told the interpretation should be that there 

must be a 'speaker in each spectator area'. 

iii) Casuals have installed a 'state of the art' removable, Perspex players' tunnel to 

ensure player safety. This was thought by the inspection team to be "too flimsy". 

All very disappointing for Casuals who have clearly done a lot of work and to my 

eye have a ground which is noticeably better than lots I have visited at the higher 

level. They say they will appeal (and were wished luck in this by the chairman of 

the CoCo League at the end of the game) but wise heads in the crowd said there 

was no right of appeal. 

Anyway, on to the game. RPV were much better than expected and pushed Casuals 

hard in an entertaining, end-to-end affair. Casuals started the game with a goal 

difference of plus-99, so there was a clear incentive for them to win.  But the 

closest they came was a long range shot against the post in the final minute. A few 

yellow cards were picked up reflecting the home side's frustration - but it was all 

smiles and champagne at the end.  
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