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RAMBLINGS REPORTS 2025-26

Note - all FGIF match and ground ratings shown are marked out of a maximum of five stars.

updated on 29/04/26.

R No.35: WebEd - Tuesday 28th April 2026; Hessle Sporting Club (v Hornsea
Town); Humber Premier League; Kick-Off: 6.30pm; Venue: King George V PF,
Hessle Sporting Community Hub, Beverley Road, Hessle, East Yorks; HU13 9AJ;
Result: 4-2; Admission: Free; Programme: No; Attendance: 107.

FGIF Match Rating: 4 FGIF Ground Rating: 3

REPORT TO FOLLOW



https://footballgroundsinfocus.com/RSS2526.pdf
http://footballgroundsinfocus.com/index.html

R No.34: WebEd - Tuesday 21st April 2026; Hedon Rangers Academy (v Cross
Keys); East Riding County League Division Three; Kick-Off: 6.30pm; Venue:
Eastside, Staithes Road, Hedon, East Yorks; HU12 8DX; Result: 4-0; Admission:
Free; Programme: No; Attendance: 20.

FGIF Match Rating: 2 FGIF Ground Rating: 2

REPORT TO FOLLOW

R No.33: WebEd - Saturday 18t April 2026; East Ardsley (v Netherton); Wakefield
& District League Jim Callaghan League Cup Semi-Final; Kick-Off: 2.30pm; Venue:
East Ardsley Recreation Ground, Main Street, East Ardsley, Wakefield, West Yorks;
WEF3 2AP; Result: 1-0; Admission: Free; Programme: No; Attendance: 35.

FGIF Match Rating: 3 FGIF Ground Rating: 1

REPORT TO FOLLOW
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R No.32: WebEd - Saturday 11t April 2026; Guiseley (v FC United of Manchester);
Northern Premier League Premier Division; Kick-Off: 3pm; Venue: Nethermoor
Park, Otley Road, Guiseley, Leeds, West Yorks; LS20 8BT; Result: 2-5; Admission:
£9 (concession); Programme: Yes, 48pp, £3; Attendance: 1214.

Today I’'m literally following in my tyre tracks from only seven days ago by heading
back over to West Yorkshire for my footy fix this afternoon. After checking my
route on an old AA Road Atlas (remember those), | didn’t realise just how close |
was to the outskirts of Bradford (and Guiseley) during my hop to Bardsey last
weekend. With this in mind, | was pleased to discover that The Lions were
entertaining high-flying FC United of Manchester in a crucial top of the table
Northern Premier League Premier Division clash. With so much resting on the
outcome for the visitors, | could not miss this out on this eagerly awaited game and
left FGIF HQ a bit earlier than usual. | couldn’t wait to get there!

The club itself was established in 1909 and initially played in the Wharfedale
League. They were league champions in 1912-13, and after World War | the club
transferred to the Leeds League before joining the West Riding County Amateur
League in 1924. By the late 1960’s Guiseley had joined Division Two of the
Yorkshire League finishing as Division One runners-up in 1979-80 and again in 1980-
81 when the league merged with the Midland League to become the Northern
Counties East League. There followed a successful period for the club reaching the
semi-finals of the FA Vase for the first time in 1989-90, losing 4-0 on aggregate

to Bridlington Town. They reached the final the following season, beating Gresley
Rovers 3-1 in a replay at Bramall Lane after the first match at Wembley had ended
in a 4-4 draw. They had the opportunity to retain the FA Vase in 1991-92 when
they reached the final again but lost 5-3 to Wimborne Town. In 1993-94 Guiseley
won Division One of the Northern Premier League, earning promotion to the
Premier Division. They also reached the semi-finals of the FA Trophy, losing 2-1 on
aggregate to Runcorn. By 2009-10 Guiseley won the Premier Division, earning




promotion to Conference North. In 2014-15 the club defeated AFC Fylde 3-1 on
aggregate in the semi-finals before winning 3-2 against Chorley in the final, having
been 2-0 down, to finally earn promotion to the Conference National, which was
subsequently renamed the National League. Sadly, they were relegated back to the
(renamed) National League North at the end of the season, having finished bottom.
In 2018-19 the club reached the second round of the FA Cup again after

beating Cambridge United 4-3 in the first round. They finished bottom of the
National League North in 2021-22 and were relegated back down to the Premier
Division of the Northern Premier League where they have remained since.

The club has played at Nethermoor Park (with a capacity of 4000) since its
establishment before World War | began. Following the club’s promotion to

the National division of the National League in 2015, plans were submitted to
ensure the ground passed the ground grading requirements of a 4,000 capacity
with 500 seats; the expansion would involve creating new terraces on three sides
of the ground and covering all four sides. The extension was completed before the
30 March 2016 deadline. The record attendance at the ground is 3,366 for a
friendly match against Leeds United on 26 July 2018.

It is conveniently located close to the Nethermoor Road car park, where only £2.15
will be enough for a four-hour stay (no app required). It’s only a short walk from
here over the adjacent railway footbridge (hoppers may be pleased to learn that
the station is only 100 yards away) which brings you to one of the turnstiles in the
near corner (next to the tea bar). It’s a superb venue with plenty of cover on three
of its sides - check out the photo album for a better ground description - including
food outlets and a small club shop on the main side. From pitch side you can
appreciate its beautiful rural location even with the frequent number of planes
jetting over from Leeds-Bradford Airport, which is only a couple of miles away
from here.

On to the game. For the record FC United of Manchester gained three valuable
points as they maintained their chase for the Northern Premier League title, one
which is now in their own hands to gain promotion back to the National League. On
a blustery afternoon punctuated with sunshine and showers, it was definitely a
first half to get the hopping juices flowing. It was The Red Rebels who took an
early lead when Jordan Buckley (4) chased a long through ball looping over the
defence before calmy taking a touch and slotting it home past onrushing Guiseley
keeper Joe Cracknell. The Lions equalized just moments later when a free-kick
into the box found the head of Lebrun Mbeka (10) who flicked the ball on and into
the back of the net. In a pulsating opening period FC United regained the lead
after some fine footwork by Jay Fitzmartin (26) who evaded his markers to find
space and time to slide the ball into the bottom right-hand corner of the goal. The
striker (37) soon doubled his tally with a terrific shot from just outside the area
which took a slight deflection on its way in. In a frantic end to the half Buckley
(39) was back on the scoresheet two minutes later firing home his side’s fourth
from distance leaving the unfortunate Cracknell shell-shocked by the lack of
defending. His team were not quite finished though and at the end of a breathless
forty-five minutes there was just enough time for his team-mate Jordan Thewlis
(45+1) to pull one back for Guiseley in the dying seconds squeezing his shot
between the post and visiting keeper to make it 2-4!




It wasn’t surprising that the second half couldn’t match the intense drama of the
first. As the heavens opened towards the end (and it absolutely rodded it down)
Guiseley’s Mo Fandra came closest for the Lions having his effort cleared off the
line before United’s Adam Le Fondre (ex-Football League journeyman) rounded off
the scoring with a close-range header following a corner, on 83 minutes. As the
referee sounded to whistle to signal full-time it was the Red Rebels players and
fans who were left celebrating as they moved another step closer to promotion.

The game (Guiseley’s last home match of the season), played in changeable
conditions throughout, on a perfect pitch, attracted over 1200 spectators (with
over 500 away fans making the journey over to West Yorkshire to almost fill one of
the two main stands and the entire away end) helped to create a cracking
atmosphere throughout the entire afternoon. This was indeed the largest
attendance at Nethermoor Park this season (with only the visit of Ilkeston Town
attracting 1070 back in October coming a close second).

A superb 48-page full-colour photocopied programme was sold for £3 and
contained a lovely balance of reading material and stats (though unusually not a
league table - that’s why mobile phones were invented), all neatly laid out in the
club’s colours of blue, white and yellow. Although several dedicated snack outlets
were kept busy by the larger than average crowd, | decided not to join the long
queues. It proved to be a wise decision in the end as unsold trays of chips and
chicken nuggets were being handed out to fans (late on) by the girls working in the
adjacent tea bar close to the exit - very tasty too and a saving of £4.50 into the
bargain - spoken like a true Yorkshireman. It just goes to show that it does pay to
be in the right place at the right time!

As detailed in the Non-League Paper published the day following the game, it had
certainly been an eventful week for the Red Rebels. Apparently, there had been
plenty of fall-out from the Northern Premier League’s decision to stage the club’s
up and coming clash with fellow-promotion chasers Stockton Town at a neutral
venue on Thursday 215t April. The fixture at FC’s Broadhurst Park had been
postponed six times because of pitch issues and with the committee losing faith, it
ruled that the game be played at nearby Curzon Ashton. Naturally United wants
the decision to be re-considered, saying that those call-offs were unavoidable and
the club will lose valuable income as a result. As far as the NPL is concerned there
should be no risk in playing the fixture which must be completed by the season
finishes on 25t™ April with play-offs to follow in close succession. The Red Rebels
have gained support from fellow promotion chasing rivals Gainsborough Trinity and
Warrington Rylands who have released a joint-statement expressing their
dissatisfaction with the league’s decision and outcome citing incompetence and a
lack of governance. Watch this space for more as they say!

As it stands and with games still left to play the position at the top of the table
remains very tight with plenty to play for. The relative positions - with 40 games to
be played in total and with one automatic promotion place available before the
play-offs start - are currently: (1) Hebburn Town - P 38 (73 Pts); (2) Hednesford
Town - 38 (73); (3) FC United - 37 (71); (4) Warrington Rylands - 39 (67); (5)




Gainsborough Trinity - 38 (59); (6) Stockton Town - 37 (58) and Lancaster City 38
(58).

It had been a welcome change for me to visit a ‘proper’ ground rather than my
customary park pitches. It was also enjoyable to watch football played at a higher
standard with something resting on the result and nice to sample a bit (well, a lot)
more atmosphere than | have been accustomed to in recent months. Needless to
say, my trip over to the lovely hills in Wharfedale was well worth the effort and a
visit to the delightful Nethermoor Park, home of Guiseley AFC, comes highly
recommended to all hoppers and footy fans alike. Have fun in what is definitely
the business end of the season - the Red Rebels of Manchester might not quite
agree with that sentiment at the moment but all of that could of course change in
just a few short weeks from now!

FGIF Match Rating: 3 FGIF Ground Rating: 4

R No.31: WebEd - Saturday 4th April 2026; Bardsey (v Kellingley Welfare); West
Yorkshire Football League Division One; Kick-Off: 2.30pm; Venue: Bardsey Sports
Club, Keswick Lane, Bardsey, Leeds, West Yorks; LS17 9AQ; Result: 3-2; Admission:
Free; Programme: No; Attendance: 17.

PLAYING CATCH-UP

Bardsey Football Club was formed over fifty years ago, back in 1972, and played in
local football for some time before joining the West Yorkshire Football League in
1996. They have achieved notable successes winning the Premier Division title five
times, most recently in 2013-14, and the Barkston Ash Cup in 2022-23. The club
also reached the final of the prestigious West Riding County Challenge Cup in 2010-




11, losing out to Guiseley AFC. According to the excellent Football Club History
Database the club almost folded ten years ago when they fell on hard times and
were forced mid-season to drop out of the league altogether. After a short period,
they managed to re-establish themselves, joining the Harrogate and District
League before finally moving back into the WYFL two years ago. It didn’t take long
for them to get back to winning ways, gaining promotion (behind Horsforth St
Margarets and Bramhope) moving up to division one at the end of last season.

However, before a ball is kicked this afternoon the essential matchday stats reveal
that Bardsey looks to be staring relegation in the face with their tenure of division
one football hanging by a slim thread. The club currently lies in the second
relegation spot just one place above rock-bottom Rawdon Old Boys. On closer
inspection though the league table shows that they have played significantly less
games than any other side in the whole division. Before play starts, | manage to
have a brief word with Robbie Decker, the club’s affable midfield dynamo and
social media manager (what a great job title!), who tells me that the club are in a
false position - owing to the bad weather and the state of the pitch there were
endless postponements over the winter months. The fact that they only played two
games between mid- November and the first week in March (that’s a period of
fifteen weeks in total) makes for grim reading and certainly doesn’t help matters
both on and off the field. Robbie explains that Bardsey are now playing catch up
with their past and remaining fixtures (which will mean fulfilling at least two
games a week from now until the end of the season) as well as fighting a difficult
relegation battle to avoid the drop, a seemingly impossible situation brought about
through no fault of their own.

My trip to the Bardsey Sports Club, set in beautiful countryside about ten miles to
the north east of Leeds city centre, takes just over an hour to complete from FGIF
Towers using the M62, A1 northbound, coming off at the Collingham junction and
following the A58 towards the village. A sharp right turn at the traffic lights takes
you down a very steep hill along Keswick Lane before arriving at your destination
on the right-hand side of the road. The site which shares facilities with the (more
revered) cricket club is set in a dip with some superb views of rolling hills beyond
its neat perimeter. Pride of place goes to the lovely cream-yellow stone pavilion
(with built in scoreboard) situated over to the right which you must pass alongside
in order to reach the football pitch tucked away on the far side of the field.

It’s a lovely, appealing 360 degree vista from pitchside: with a steep tree-lined
embankment bordering the entire area behind the goal to the right; two dug outs
fashioned from breeze blocks positioned close to the halfway line on the opposite
side and the Keswick Beck, a small stream (responsible for much of the unhelpful
waterlogging this campaign), running close behind - a large net attached to an
extra-long pole comes in handy during the game to fish out any stray balls that
manage to land in it (and it did on three occasions!). A wooden advertising board
attached to the adjacent fence is used to promote the Bingley Arms village pub
claiming it to be England’s oldest inn (from 953 AD) - maybe some of our CAMRA
members can verify that one!

Despite taking a commanding 3-0 lead courtesy of a superb Harvey Dixion hat-trick
(including two terrific strikes from distance), Bardsey were made to fight all the




way in claiming the three points this afternoon. In fact, with just ten minutes of
the game remaining the hosts looked to be cruising to a comfortable victory before
Kellingley fought back, scoring twice in close succession, the first from the penalty
spot and the other from a rebounded save, to set up what was a frantic and nervy
finale. Thankfully the hosts managed to hang on much to the delight of the players
and staff who celebrated after the full-time whistle sounded.

The game was played on a well-grassed surface in sunny, cold and very windy
conditions with nearly twenty fans in attendance, the majority making the short
journey over from Wakefield to support the Kells (as they are referred to on their
regularly edited social media posts). Throughout the afternoon the cricket
ground’s man was busy mowing the square on his drivable grasscutter - it looked
pristine and more than ready for the forthcoming season opener which apparently
starts in just a few weeks’ time from now. It goes without saying that cricket is
very much seen as a priority here.

Any ‘twitchers’ visiting the Bardsey Sports Club will have a real ‘field day’ (pardon
the pun) when they attend a game here. | was really taken by surprise by the large
number of red kites flying overhead during the afternoon making it very difficult at
times to concentrate on the game without looking up into the sky to observe them.
One of the locals told me that they are now a regular feature around these parts
since the RSPB introduced them into the wild from neighbouring Harewood House
(only three miles from here) just a short time ago. They really are a joy to watch.

| thoroughly enjoyed making my visit to the Bardsey Sports Club this afternoon.
Although it’s only a few miles from the Leeds metropolis, football travellers will
certainly appreciate this lovely, remote footballing outpost found in the West
Yorkshire countryside. Being close to the A1 motorway it’s quite easy to reach by
car and there is a regular bus service (X99) from Wetherby which takes you within
a short walking distance (from Church Lane) to the ground itself. It will be
interesting to follow the club’s fortunes to see if they can maintain their division
one status in the remaining weeks of the season, one that hopefully is remembered
for the football and not the weather!

Postscript - Readers may be interested to learn that the club have won two more
games (both at home) since making my visit here: 08/04/26 v Leeds City (2-0) and
11/04/26 v Huddersfield Amateur (3-1) moving them two places above the
relegation zone. Incredibly, at the time of writing, they still have four games left
to play, all of which must be completed before the end of the month!

FGIF Match Rating: 3 FGIF Ground Rating: 3




R No.30: WebEd - Saturday 28th March 2026; LNER Builders (v York Rl); York
Football League Division Three; Kick-Off: 2pm; Venue: Bootham School Sports
Field, Rawcliffe Lane, York, North Yorks; YO30 5SJ; Result: 3-5; Admission: Free;
Programme: No; Attendance: 13.

GETTING BACK ON TRACK

LNER Builders FC were founded in 1948 when the railways were nationalised. They
started out life as LNER Loco FC and immediately joined the York League
competing against other railway works teams in York Loco FC and Railway Institute
FC. To say that the club have led a nomadic existence during this time is a bit of
an understatement. After a lengthy spell playing their home matches on the
Knavesmire (located in the centre of York Racecourse) and then further up the
road at Hob Moor, LNER moved to play at the British Sugar Site on Boroughbridge
Road in 2000. The ‘Sugar Factory Ground’ as it was affectionately known, fittingly
lay just a long throw-in away from the East Coast Mainline where the roots of the
club were forged. However, seven years later they were having to look for a new
home once again when the sugar factory was closed and subsequently demolished -
fast forward some twenty-five years and the same land to the north of Acomb is
now part of a large housing conurbation.

Sadly, as time passed, links between the football club and its railway heritage in
York had all but disappeared, with the club’s name the only indication of its
foundation. With no income other than players subs, no pitch to play their matches
on and on the verge of folding, they were awarded a lifeline when the Askham
Bryan College offered the club use of their new facilities. This was only short-lived
and by 2016, they were on the move once again as they headed back towards
suburbia and began playing their matches at the Recreation Ground in the
Rawcliffe area of York. Incredibly, you’ve guessed it, they lasted there for just one




season before moving away from the city completely in 2017 to the quiet
picturesque village of Newton-on-Ouse stationed nearly ten miles from the club’s
spiritual home and the streets where their workers formed the club decades ago.
This new site was formerly the home of Newton-on-Ouse FC until 1983 when they
disappeared from the York League, never to be heard from again.

With a visit to LNER Builders FC still left on my ‘to do’ list covering the many and
varied grounds in the York Football League, | discovered at the start of the season
that the club had moved once again having recently left their Tollerton Lane base
in Newton-on-Ouse. After almost ten years of exile, they were relocating back into
the city, surprisingly setting up home at Bootham Junior School.

The site is very close to the old city walls, within the shadow of the famous York
Minster and for footy historians, Bootham Crescent, former home to York City FC,
is only a stone’s throw away. The old Football League venue which has been
developed by Persimmon Homes for a new housing complex, will apparently
include three information boards helping to tell the history of the club with one
half of the old centre circle being engraved in stone paving to be surrounded by a
grass area, along with a flagpole bearing the club badge which will be located at
the site’s entrance. These are in addition to street, path and house names all
honouring those who have played a significant role in the club’s history, as well as
the memorial garden.

My journey here today takes a bit longer than expected as the city is heaving with
an influx day trippers which makes the inner ring roads busier than usual. | didn’t
realise how many sets of traffic lights would occupy the last square mile of my
journey. Despite the sat nav sending me down a road with restricted access |
manage to do an impromptu U-turn and get back on track eventually reaching
Bootham Junior School which is found about half a mile along Rawcliffe Lane on
the right-hand side of the road. Although the school (which educates pupils
according to Quaker principles) is fairly small, the playing field occupies a large
area at the back of the site - fronted by an impressive changing pavilion with a
gabled entrance (and clock above it) - the adjoining pitches are obviously lovingly
maintained by the school ground staff. The main pitch is on the far side of the
field and being bordered by houses and school buildings there are two very large
sections of netting affixed to tall poles straddling both ends of the ground.

Today’s league match sees the visit of York Railway Institute to the BJS. As it is the
only fixture (I believe) in the entire York Football League to feature sides with a
train theme in their name, it’s quite a rare occurrence when they meet each other
- considering their grounds are only a few miles apart you could also call this the
‘railway derby’. As so often the case in recent times LNER Builder find themselves
struggling once again in the basement division and with only three wins (and a GD
of -57) sit just one place above rock bottom side Boroughbridge. By contrast
opponents Rl have fared much better this campaign and, currently occupying a
mid-table position, look (on paper at any rate) like favourites to win the game.

As expected, the result goes according to the form book with the visitors claiming
all three points. However, they did not find it as easy as the scoreline might at
first suggest and were made to work hard for their victory. Indeed, the Builders




took the lead against the run of play inside the first fifteen minutes before RI
levelled two minutes later. With a strong end-to-end wind behind them, they
added three more before the hosts managed to pull one back, taking the score to
2-4 at the break after a busy first half. In a much quieter and more evenly
balanced second period both sides notch another to their tally. With the Builders
on top for the last ten minutes, they could have easily drawn level, missing several
chances to get something out of the game. For the neutral it had been an exciting
and really absorbing contest, overall, a great advert for the York Football League.
The match played in gusty conditions on a perfect playing surface attracted nearly
twenty spectators, including fellow hopper Hedley, an enthusiastic traveller who
had come over from Leeds to watch the action. It was great to have a chat about
some of the local clubs and leagues in our area and reflect on the grounds we have
been to in recent times.

| also managed to grab five minutes with upbeat club secretary Graham Goodall
who explained how their recent ground move from Newton on Ouse to Bootham
Junior School came about. Apparently, the decision to leave the Tollerton Lane
playing fields was made shortly after the long serving groundsman sadly passed
away. With the parish council reluctant to find a suitable replacement to maintain
the playing field and the state of the pitch fast deteriorating, the club made
several enquiries about finding an alternative ground. Thankfully the school came
to their rescue, and the rest is modern history as they say. Graham said it’s a win-
win situation as the club can finally return to the city where it was born and it’s
within an area where most of the players live. In what seems very much like the
start of a new era, things may finally be looking up for the Builders - | certainly
wish this proud club and its players every success for the future.

FGIF Match Rating: 3 FGIF Ground Rating: 2




R No.29: WebEd - Saturday 21st March 2026; Manor Park (v Briggensians);
Scunthorpe & District League Division Two; Kick-Off: 2pm; Venue: Klassic Park,
Ings Road, Kirton in Lindsey, Gainsborough, Lincs; DN21 4BX; Result: 3-4;
Admission: Free; Programme: No; Attendance: 12.

AN ABSOLUTE KLASSIC!

For the second week in a row, I’m heading back over the new toll-free Humber
Bridge for my footy fix. No cash or card payment is required as you cross the river
with a new modern phone app sorting out the fee (and the hassle) for you at the
click of a button. Simples! As a silver surfer | just love the innovation now I’ve
come to grips with it - this is definitely the way forward, if you pardon the pun.

This afternoon I’m taking in my first Scunthorpe & District League fixture of the
season. It’s only a short trip to make using the M180 motorway and A15 Ermine
Street and | reach Kirton-In-Lindsey about thirty minutes after leaving home.
Manor Park FC, who have been around for just over five years, now play at the
wonderfully named Klassic Park, since their move from the multi-pitch Co-Op site
in Scunthorpe, at the start of the campaign.

It’s a large, pleasant venue, found out of town just off Ings Road where a narrow
track takes you to the main entrance. You really are out in the sticks here with
beautiful views of the surrounding countryside featuring Mount Pleasant Mill and St
Andrews Church on the hillside and an old disused railway tunnel, a throwback to
yesteryear, sited beyond the perimeter fencing, all of which helps to add a bit of
rustic charm to the place. If you’re into history, you may like to know that
Catherine Parr, the sixth wife of Henry VIlI, lived at Kirton-in-Lindsey after she




married her first husband, Sir Edward Burgh in 1530. Often called the Mistress of
Burgh she lived at Kirton Manor until her husband passed in 1533. No trace of the
house remains and the church is the only surviving building from that period
(thanks to Wiki for that last bit).

A large brick-built community-run changing pavilion, built in 2013 with the help of
a Football Foundation grant, acts as the focal hub - it looks in good nick and should
do, judging by the number of ‘polite’ notices attached to the welcome sign and
side of the building warning/scaring patrons to take pride in their pavilion and
grounds during a visit. Apart from Manor Park, a number of other local teams,
including Kirton Lindsey FC and Kirton Rangers FC, as well as the local KL Archery
Club, also share the facilities.

Football-wise the set-up is pretty basic at present with no creature comforts for
players or spectators to speak of. The main un-roped pitch is some distance away,
running lengthways from here, it is marked out over to the right-hand side of the
playing field and bordered by a tall hedge close to the touchline. Visitors will
immediately notice the low overhanging electricity cables which staddle the pitch
at a slight diagonal and run uncomfortably close to the playing area as they cross
from one corner to the other, disappearing into the distance along on some very
tall pylons. To do it justice, the album photos will help to show what | mean a bit
more clearly.

This afternoon the pitch looks soft but playable. Its playing surface has caused a
few problems in recent weeks due to heavy waterlogging which seems to occur
mostly in the centre circle where the rain collects at will. A build up of water
caused a crater to appear here and Park’s fixture against AFC Crosby at the end of
February was switched to the Foxhills Sports Ground late on. Thankfully it seems
fine now and the ground staff have even planted grass seeds on this patch in the
hope that the mud will soon turn from a shade of brown to a much greener one!

Before play begins, | check out the standings of both sides in the current eight
team league table using my smart phone. Manor Park have fared better so far
sitting in the second promotion place behind leaders Brigg Town Colts whilst the
visitors Briggensians are mid table having only played a handful of matches - as it
stands, they have thirteen (yes, you read that right) fixtures left to play (including
today) along with two cup finals - all of which need to be finished by the first week
in May. That’ll certainly take some doing!!

Today’s match turns out to be a superb contest with the result in some doubt right
up to the final few seconds of stoppage time. It is end to action with the lead
changing hands no fewer than three times during the afternoon. After a pulsating
first half which ends with both sides scoring in the last two minutes, the game is
tied at 3-3 going into the break. With only ten minutes left Briggensians take the
lead once more, their fourth coming from the penalty spot to set up an exciting
finale. Just when it looks as though the visitors have done enough to win the game,
and with only seconds remaining, the Manor keeper sends a long free kick into the
opposing penalty box. In the melee that follows the ball is poked home from six
yards to make it 4-4. Or is it? There’s late drama, as the brave lino standing next
to me raises his flag to signal for an offside. As everyone turns to look at the




referee he pauses before raising his right arm in agreement, and the goal is
chalked off. Mayhem ensues as the players surround the official, but he stands firm
and blows his whistle for a free kick. It is a close call. Where is VAR when you need
it? The final whistle brings the game to a close and the three points go to the team
from Brigg. They can’t believe it. On balance of play a draw would have been a
fair result, but that’s football and sometimes you get lucky (or not) as they say.

The result now moves Briggensians up to fourth in the table only one place and
point behind today’s hosts. Despite having loads of games left they ‘could’
(according to assistant boss Joe Stothard) still take the title if results go their way.
Interestingly for the stats anorak super striker Ben Lingard who scored all four
goals for the visitors this afternoon, has now notched up thirty-seven goals so far
this season and is the leading marksmen in the entire league (that’s both
divisions). Incredibly he was promised £200 by the manager if he reached a target
of forty goals - oh dear, it looks like someone will soon be putting his hand in his
pocket (or not).

The game, which attracts exactly a dozen fans, is played in beautiful warm sunny
conditions throughout. In case you were wondering, the ball did hit the electricity
cables on one occasion (it could have been more with the ball making several close
passes between them). This resulted in a dropped ball made directly beneath the
point of impact as awarded by referee Tony East who had come home from the
weekend from his base at Cottesmore. He only found out about the game last night
following a late call off and contacted the club to let them know he was refereeing
this morning and might be late in getting to the game - he wasn’t and it started on
time!!

A word of warning for the hoppers with a more nervous disposition out there. With
about ten minutes of the game already gone | noticed (whilst snapping) a warning
sign placed in the ground beside me which read DANGER - ARCHERY IN PROGRESS.
DO NOT CROSS. As | turned slowly around on my stool, | noticed that a group of
toxophilites (posh word for archers) had arrived in the last few minutes and were
already getting in some target practice on the adjoining field. It wasn’t that far
away from where | was sitting and not wanting to be kebabbed by the newest
member of the KLAC, | thought that it was best to move further around the pitch
sooner rather than later. From my new vantage point, | could at least keep half an
eye on them as well as the game. It worked and | came to no harm...

It had been another terrific afternoon’s entertainment featuring a superb game,
plenty of goals and another ground tick in the Scunny and District League. | wish
both sides every success in their quest for league titles and cup glory in the coming
weeks ahead. Needless to say, a visit to the football outpost, that is Klassic Park,
home of Manor Park, comes highly recommended to all travellers and footy fans
alike. Have fun wherever you go in what is fast becoming the business end to the
season.

FGIF Match Rating: 4 FGIF Ground Rating: 2




R No.28: WebEd - Saturday 14t March 2026; Louth FC XI Brown Cow (v Bradley);
East Lincolnshire Football Combination Callabys Stores Town Trophy
Quarter-Final; Kick-Off: 1.30pm; Venue: The London Road Pavilion, Louth, Lincs;
LN11 9QP; Result: 0-5; Admission: Free; Programme: No; Attendance: 22.

UDDERLY BRILLIANT!

|t’s my first trip over the Humber Bridge since the new tolling system has been in

place - set up only a few weeks ago, there’s no need to join the queues and flash
the plastic anymore. Though not to everyone’s liking, all you need to do is top up
your pre-paid account with credit on the swanky new app and let the video vehicle
recognition system do the rest. It means that the first part of my journey into
Lincolnshire is completely hassle-free. For the time-pressed hopper, what’s not to
like?

This afternoon I’m heading down to Louth for my footy fix and the pleasant rural
journey through the lovely Lincolnshire Wolds takes about just over an hour to
complete. My destination is the well-appointed London Road Pavilion situated on
the edge of town where Louth FC XI Brown Cow are entertaining Grimsby-based
side Bradley in one of the East Lincolnshire Football Combination’s many cup
tournaments. Like many smaller leagues (think both Donny and Scunny Leagues
here) which function with only a few clubs these days, teams supplement their
fixtures by incorporating additional knockout cup competitions to increase the
number of games and add an extra bit of spice to the proceedings.

Upon arrival | soon discover that the main car park is completely full, so | make the
executive decision to leave the Wraymobile 2.0 on a small rough track (next to
some allotments) on some land opposite. It proves a popular choice too and within
five minutes | am joined by several others who are also taking in the game this
afternoon. They explain, from past experience, that it’s a safe place to leave the
car here which is reassuring. Phew!

The ground occupies a large self-contained site and shares its facilities with both
the Louth Cricket and Hockey Clubs. As | approach the driveway there is a superb




panoramic hilltop vista of the venue in front of me. Pride of place goes to the vast
pavilion - a modern brick building fashioned in two distinct sections (set at a
perpendicular). There is a smart gabled roof above the front entrance and a neat
balcony with clock on the side wall behind - this overlooks the playing field which
is neatly set out below. Access to the pitches is down a couple of flights of
concrete steps bordered by a beautifully trimmed hedge - no doubt topiarists will
admire the care taken to maintain this. The main (partially roped off) football
pitch (and reserve one adjacent to it) are found beyond the cricket square on the
far side of the field. A floodlit old-fashioned 3G multi use games houses the hockey
pitch on land set on a raised plateau over to the right.

Before the game starts | have just enough time to chat with Simon Lovatt, the
helpful club secretary who had already confirmed the match details to me before
setting out from FGIF HQ. Although there was once a connection with the well-
established Louth Town FC (who play in the Northern Counties East League out at
Saltfleetby), it appears that the club is now regarded as a completely separate
entity. Formerly called Louth Town FC Old Boys, they have since adopted the name
Brown Cow (after a pub in the town on Newmarket Road who now sponsors the
team). In fact, most of the new players are a collective of pals who used to play
six-a-side together before setting up the new club - as a throw-back to the past
they still wear the same red and black striped shirts to that of Louth Town except
there is a logo depicting a large cow next to the club name emblazoned on the
front of this one. I’m not sure why it’s printed in white font instead of brown but
could be overthinking things here. Although the new team was set up only two
years ago, they have since attracted many young players to their ranks and even
run a reserve side who incidentally are playing on the adjacent pitch today.

This cup tie, featuring two sides in the top division (there are only two now) is at
the quarter final stage of the competition. After a pretty even first half the visitors
hold a slender 1-0 lead going into the break before totally dominating the second
half by adding four more goals coming out 5-0 winners to book their place in the
semi-final taking place in two weeks’ time. The game, played on a beautifully
manicured but soft surface, holds up well (apparently the surrounding grass was
waterlogged at the start of the week) and is contested in lovely warm sunny
conditions throughout. Special mention must go to young referee Alfie Heywood
who has a cracking game (his second of the day after officiating a Lincoln City U17
match earlier in the morning) is not afraid to brandish the cards either with a
couple of subs on the away bench entering his book after mouthing off in the
opening minutes!!

The early start meant | got back home well before Final Score had started. Sadly,
the consistently inconsistent top six Tigers are beaten at West Brom to throw a
spanner into their play-off dreams. Despite this ‘minor’ setback, | really enjoyed
my trip down to the Lincolnshire Wolds and a visit to the London Road Pavilion
home of Louth FC Brown Cow (what a mouthful - no pun intended) comes highly
recommended to fellow travellers and footy fans alike. Have fun wherever you go!

FGIF Match Rating: 3 FGIF Ground Rating: 3




R No.27: WebEd - Saturday 7t March 2026; South Cave United Reserves (v
Hodgsons); East Riding County League Senior Cup Q-F; Kick-Off: 2pm; Venue: The
Bull Field, Church Street, South Cave, East Yorks; HU15 2EP; Result: 0-5;
Admission: Free; Programme: No; Attendance: 14.

AN EXCEPTION TO THE RULE

One question many football fans have been to known to ask is: What are the rules
of Groundhopping? The answer which usually follows is something along the lines
of: There are none! In other words, you don’t need to follow a strict regime in
ticking off clubs and grounds for them to count on your ‘to do’ list, you just do
your own thing! Sound advice in my (note) book. It certainly is a hobby for
everyone, and you do as you please to gain the maximum enjoyment. Like most
‘completists’ | do, however, have a few guidelines which add a bit of structure to
my strange obsessive tendencies in getting the job done. From the very early days
of ground collecting, | decided to visit grounds and watch games which only
featured or involved first teams. In other words, | have never bothered to watch
Reserve team matches and have over the last three decades stuck to this mantra.
Strange but true, | know. | do realise that this is not for everyone and respect
those who decide to watch second team games - to each, his own, as they say.
However, despite this self-imposed restriction | must confess that there is an
exception to the rule...

Travellers may be interested to learn that on the very rare occasion when a club’s
Reserve side regularly plays at a completely different ground to that of its first
team (and there are a few such examples out there), | am more than happy to take
in a game, tick off the ground and add to it my hopping list of visits completed. As
my records show (in the Reports & Reviews section of our site), | attended a Cambs
County League game back in August 2015 to watch Cambridge City Reserves play




Fowlmere at the Trinity Old Field, one of the famous college sports grounds - it
ended 3-2 home win with over forty spectators (many hoppers) in attendance.
What an absolute anorak | hear you say!! As the club used this venue to play its
games for the entire season and not at Milton Road, home to City’s first team, |
was more than happy to count it. Without scrolling through my rather long
spreadsheet, | can’t think, off the top of my head, of any other clubs that I’ve
been to where the Reserves have played at a separate venue. That’s until today...

A couple of years back | caught up with fellow Hull-based hopper lan Dales at one
of our local county league games. It was on a wet Saturday afternoon whilst
standing on the touchline at the Malet Lambert School where the 3G pitch had
come to the rescue for our weekly footy fix. | remember him telling me that
county league side South Cave United Reserves were using a separate ground to
that of their first team (who play their Humber Premier League games at the South
Hunsley School 3G pitch in Melton). Fast forward many games later and I’m finally
making my way there this afternoon on what is a rather exceptional visit to tick off
the ground.

The club still plays at Bull Field located on the outskirts of the village of South
Cave, a venue that | have in fact passed many times travelling along the A63 when
heading out of East Yorkshire. The ground, set high on a plateau, is clearly visible
from the dual carriageway and always gets my attention with a fleeting glance as |
look up towards the pitches that back onto the edge of the fast-moving road
below.

My journey from FGIF takes less than twenty minutes to complete and | arrive at
the main entrance off Church Street with plenty of time to spare. Just as well as
the ground itself is quite a trek from the car park and involves climbing up a steep
hill passing the local primary school and sports centre before getting to the top. A
couple of well positioned direction signs help to point the way en route. Although
Its set in a beautiful woodland the venue at present resembles a bit of a building
site with plenty of work going on to renovate and extend the brick-built club
house. There’s no mistaking where you are with plenty of black and yellow banners
featuring the club logo adorned to the fencing and side of the pavilion.

You’re now quite there yet though as there’s still more walking involved to reach
the playing fields which now come into view in front of you, so it’s down another
shallow dip where the pitches are marked out in a picturesque self-enclosed bowl
below. The main pitch (one of two here) is marked out to the left and has two
smart permanent dug outs, fashioned in the club’s colours, placed along the
touchline close to halfway. The land behind the nearside goal forms part of a
lovely tree-lined embankment which extends along the entire touchline, affording
a cracking elevated view of the action and the land beyond which is rather limited
this afternoon owing to the dull weather conditions that have descended over the
area. Sadly, there’s no sign of the Humber Bridge which can’t be that far way from
here.

As | arrive at pitch side, a game featuring United’s U15 girls is entering its final
stages on the adjacent pitch. There’s plenty of noise too as the parents gathered
around the perimeter cheer on their kids. Apparently, the club runs many junior




teams for boys and girls competing in youth team football and is proactive in
providing regular coaching sessions for youngsters in the various age groups.

Today’s senior league cup tie (for teams in the top divisions) sees the visit of high-
flying Hodgsons, from Beverley to the Bull Field. Having been promoted to the
Premier rankings only this season, they have made an impressive start currently
vying for the title sitting in second behind Scarborough-based Edgehill who head
the table (only on goal difference). For the Reserves the cup match will be a
welcome distraction from their battle to avoid relegation as they currently sit just
above the drop zone.

The difference in class clearly shows as the young hosts struggle to get a foothold
into the game and despite putting up a brave fight in the first half eventually
succumb to a strong, well organized Hodgsons team who run out comfortable 5-0
winners. Their gaffer Antony Steer tells me that his side are now on a twenty-
match unbeaten run and still remain in four cup competitions - | suggest that he
might need to build a new trophy cabinet come the end of the season! It will
certainly be interesting to see how they get on with plenty of fixtures still left to
complete before May.

The game played on a well-grassed surface in overcast conditions attracts just over
a dozen fans. For fellow snappers the elevated grass embankment behind the top
goal offers plenty of panoramic photo hoppertunites of the action below. Despite
its close proximity to the busy Aé63 the level of noise of the vehicles passing close
by does not spoil your enjoyment of the game.

| was really pleased to tick off the ground and finally add it to my hopping records.
It certainly satisfied my self-imposed hopping rules, becoming one of only two such
club Reserve teams that | have visited in over thirty years. Maybe | could be
tempted to look out for more clubs and grounds like this in the near future - | hear
on the grapevine that county league side Hedon Rangers Academy FC also play on a
distinct and separate ground to that of their other sides - mind you it might be
better to check in with my therapist for some proper guidance first!!

FGIF Match Rating: 3 FGIF Ground Rating: 3




R No.26: WebEd - Saturday 1st March 2026; Acomb (v Wilberfoss); York Football
League Division Two; Kick-Off: 2pm; Venue: Chesney Fields, Foxwood Lane,
Acomb, York, North Yorks; YO24 3PG; Result: 3-2; Admission: Free; Programme:
No; Attendance: 30.

BACK ON THE ROAD AGAIN

Aftter suffering persistent car problems over the last few months, I’m pleased to

inform readers that normal hopping service was thankfully resumed today with my
first footy trip out of East Yorkshire for some time. Sadly, our trusty Ford Fiesta,
which had served us well for the last twelve years, was becoming more and more
unreliable and, in truth, needed plenty of money throwing at it, just to keep it
going. | almost spluttered when | discovered what the predicted cost of a new
gearbox would set us back! So rather than forking out big bucks to get it fixed, Mrs
W and | agreed that it was now the right time (before the next MOT was due) to
replace it with another vehicle and enjoy our motoring once again. In short, after
making many phone calls, visiting a car showroom around the corner and filling out
tons of paperwork, we said our final goodbye to our once trusty old car (officially
consigned to a scrap merchants in Grimsby), as we now welcome our new sportier
model, a similar version - The Wraymobile 2.0 - to life at FGIF Towers, in what will
hopefully allow us to enjoy many miles of happy travelling in the years to come.

Although Acomb Football Club is a brand-new side playing in the York Football
League, the club itself has been around for a bit longer. Formed back in 2024, the
team was originally called The Beagle, named after the pub of the same name
which acts as it sponsors. The change in name came at the start of the season
following an application made for funding and the development of potential junior
teams. The FA would not sanction a youth section with a ‘pub’ related name in its
title, so the club played ball (pardon the pun) and adopted the new ‘Acomb’




moniker (after the area in which the club is based) in order to meet the necessary
requirements. The application was successful and the club can now build on their
foundations to add youth team football into its future charter. The new club badge
still shows the picture of a beagle on its logo with the addition of Acomb FC - The
Dogs - around it. Not sure what the girls’ parents think about this wording though...

The ground is found off Foxwood Lane in Acomb, an area located to the west of
the city and is easily reached from the A1237 ring road with plenty of roadside
parking available in the vicinity. It is close to the Acorn ARL Sports complex with
the Beagle pub itself literally only a hundred yards from here - the base is used as
a changing area for the home players, a place for safe equipment storage and for a
post-match celebration. Although the playing field is situated in a lovely, wooded
area, the set-up at Chesney Fields is quite basic with little or no pitch side
facilities to speak of at the moment. Although the bumpy playing surface beset
with craters and tussocky grass is one of the poorest I’ve seen so far this season,
the first team gaffer and central defender Lewis Smith assures me before kick-off
that it drains well despite its rough outward appearance.

This is Acomb’s first home game for well over a month after three of their last four
matches (all way) were postponed due to waterlogged pitches. At present they sit
in mid-table but are boosted after a cracking 7-1 win at Copmanthorpe in a game
which managed to beat the elements last week. In form league leaders Wilberfoss
who have only been beaten twice all campaign are the visitors and look, on paper,
a safe bet for promotion as things stand.

Despite the haphazard nature of the playing surface, the game, a division two
fixture, turns out to be an absolute belter and a great advert for the YFL! It’s
compelling stuff as both sides battle to take control of play - there’s little to
separate the teams in what its literally end of end stuff. It’s Wilberfoss who
eventually break the deadlock when, against the run of play, when young Sam
Gibney (25) produces a superb strike from a full 25-yards out to send the ball into
the to left hand corner of the goal. It’s a scorcher and now becomes my leading
contender for the ‘pretend’ FGIF GOTS competition. There’s hardly time to catch
your breath as Acomb draw level moments later with Connor Richardson (28)
getting his toe to the ball first in a goal mouth scramble to poke home from close
range before his team mate Marcus Haigh, one of three brothers in the team, cuts
inside his opposing full-back to fire the ball home and give the hosts a well-
deserved lead going into the break. But there’s more to come. With only twenty
minutes to go Wilberfoss draw level again when Jamie Gillies (70) lobs the keeper
from distance to make it 2-2. Just when it looks as though the visitors could go on
and win the game speedy Sheldon James-Scott (72) races through to score from a
tight angle for Acomb - there’s total chaos over on the far side of the pitch as the
goal scorer is mobbed by his team mates and temporarily disappears from view,
hidden under the ecstatic bodies that pile on top of him. Eventually he reappears
none the worse for his team’s celebrations!! Despite further pressure in the closing
stages, Wilberfoss cannot find a way through a packed home defence that does a
brilliant job of protecting their goal to earn what is a memorable win at the end of
a superb game of football. The thirty or so fans watching from the perimeter
certainly got their money’s worth today!




As the players and staff take down the goals and make their way back to The
Beagle for a well-earned pint or two (or maybe three) | say my goodbyes and wish
the team well for the rest of the season and hope they achieve future success in
developing the next generation of players at the club. If they can perform like this
each week then they could well be joining Wilberfoss and the other clubs at the
top of the league come May. Watch this space!

For the football neutral it had been another superb afternoon’s entertainment and
a visit to Acomb to watch The Dogs (what a great name) comes highly
recommended to all travellers. Needless to say, my drive home from York was a
pleasant one as The Wraymobile 2.0 performed effortlessly negotiating all the
roads back to FGIF Towers with ease having successfully completed her first ever
day out hopping. It appears that the joys of happy motoring have already started
again...have fun wherever you go!

FGIF Match Rating: 4 FGIF Ground Rating: 2

R No.25: WebEd - Saturday 14t February 2026; Haltemprice AFC (v Hodgsons);
East Riding County League Premier Division; Kick-Off: 2pm; Venue: Sirius Academy
West 4G, Pickering Road (sports site entrance), Hull, East Yorks; HU4 7JB; Result:
1-6; Admission: Free; Programme: No; Attendance: 10.

THE NAME OF THE GAME

With the once trusty Wraymobile now sadly waiting to be collected for scrap by
the metal merchants on Monday my choice of games is somewhat limited today.
However, all is not lost after a quick scroll through the FA Full-Time pages reveals
one or two local matches are easily doable to provide my footy fix this afternoon. |
finally decide to take in one of the more interesting county league games which is
taking place at the Sirius Academy West just up the road - it’s only a mile away




and the twenty minute walk, in bright sunshine, from FGIF Towers makes a really
welcome change.

The name ‘Haltemprice’ dates back to the 14th century and was given to the local
priory and surrounding area - the name is thought to derive from the French Haute
Emprise (High enterprise). The priory existed until the 16th century after the
Dissolution of Monasteries under Henry VIl took place. The district now covers the
adjoining villages representing Anlaby, Cottingham, Hessle, Kirkella, Skidby,
Westella and Willerby. Although urban districts such as this were abolished in
1974, the area still gives its name to the parliamentary seat of ‘Haltemprice and
Howden’, held by the former Shadow Home Secretary and former Brexit Secretary,
David Davis MP. Today, the name still survives in East Yorkshire with the Sports
Centre in Anlaby adopting the title and the old Haltemprice Farm, south of
Cottingham, can be found clearly marked on the Ordnance Survey Explorer Map
series covering Hull and Beverley (number 293).

Haltemprice Football Club has, at one time or another, been a member of the
ERCFL. In recent times competing as Haltemprice Rangers FC, they won four
successive league titles from Division Five all the way up to Division One (between
2008-13) before finishing in fourth place the following season. In 2014 a rebranding
saw the club drop the Rangers part of their name and with it came relegation back
down to Division Two. They remained in this division for the next four seasons
before difficulties in raising a team caused them to fold unexpectedly before the
end of 2018. After a gap of two-and-a-bit years Haltemprice FC thankfully returned
to the league, taking their place once again in Division Two before working their
way up (via the Championship) to the Premier Division.

Over the years, the club has played on a number of different recreation grounds in
the (Haltemprice) area including the King George VI playing fields in Kirkella; King
George VI playing fields and Cottingham High School; at the Hull University Sports
Park before switching more recently to the Sirius Academy West off Pickering
Road, a venue shared with Hull FC as one of its Centre’s of Excellence. The site
occupies a large area with the main school PE and sports facilities coming into
view as you turn right along the driveway - the club plays on the new modern
floodlit 4G in front of you with the changing rooms situated inside the adjacent
sports centre over to the left. Although there is no dedicated area for fans here,
visitors are allowed to stand (at a respectable distance, of course) along and
behind both touchlines inside the cage. Other clubs take note!

Having watched Haltemprice AFC play here a couple of seasons ago (November
2023 v Pelican Rangers in the ERCFA Intermediate Cup Q-F, 0-3, Attendance - 14),
this will be what the hopping purists regard as a ‘revisit’ for me. Having gained
promotion at the end of that campaign (2023-24) from the Championship Division,
the team now finds itself in the top tier of county league football where it has
been for the last two years.

It’s going to be a tough assignment for ‘Price’ (a named used on the club’s various
social media posts) as they welcome high-flying Hodgsons to the SAW this
afternoon. Unbeaten only once in the league all season, the Beverley based club
have been in fine form and sit in joint first place along with Edgehill in the current




standings - it’s amazing to think that they only gained promotion at the end of last
season. The hosts sit in mid table having played more games than many of the
other clubs (thanks to their all-weather base). However, these additional games at
this stage may well indicate a false position and will no doubt look quite different
come May.

As expected, the result goes according to the form book as the visitors collect
three more valuable points in their quest for promotion after totally dominating
the game. Four goals to the good at the break, they seem to take their foot of the
gas in the second period but still come out 6-1 winners. As the home captain Sean
Hardbattle tells me afterwards: It was a bad day at the office, reflecting that the
score could have, in fact, been greater had it not been for a couple of disallowed
goals and the intervening woodwork coming to their rescue. They can take some
comfort knowing that they have played probably the best side in the county league
at the moment. With Edgehill not in action this afternoon Hodgsons leapfrog them
and move to the top for the first time this campaign, adding an extra cause for
celebration on what is a Happy Valentine’s Day!

Within twenty minutes I’'m back home once again after what had been another
enjoyable afternoon’s hopping. It goes just to show that often picking the right
game can be just as, or more, exciting and rewarding than visiting another new
ground to add to the list. And less hassle too. Like many travellers out there, |
definitely don’t mind making a re-visit from time to time to watch a game with
something riding on it: perhaps this could be the way forward. I’ll let you know
when | pick up the new Wraymobile 2.0 next week. Happy days...

FGIF Match Rating: 3 FGIF Ground Rating: 3




R No.24: WebEd - Tuesday 3™ February 2026; Hull City (v Watford); Skybet
Football League Championship; Kick-Off: 7.45pm; Venue: MKM Stadium, West Park,
Hull, East Yorks; HU3 6HU; Result: 0-0; Admission: £19 (concession); Programme:
12pp insert following postponed game on 04/01/26, £1; Attendance: 20441.

FGIF Match Rating: 3 FGIF Ground Rating: 5

REPORT TO FOLLOW




R No.23: WebEd - Saturday 31st January 2026; BOCA Seniors (v Hull Lions); East
Riding County Football League Division Five; Kick-Off: 2pm; Venue: Hull University
4G, Inglemire Lane, Hull, East Yorkshire; HU6 7TS; Result: 6-0; Admission: Free;
Programme: No; Attendance: 10.

HOPPING LOGISTICS

REPORT TO FOLLOW

FGIF Match Rating: 3 FGIF Ground Rating: 3




R No.22: WebEd - Saturday 24th January 2026; Hunmanby (v Bagby & Balk);
Scarborough & District FA Junior Cup S-F; Kick-Off: 2pm; Venue: Hunmanby Sorts
Association, Sands Lane, Hunmanby, Filey; North Yorks; Y014 OLT; Result: 3-3 (3-
5pens); Admission: Free; Programme: No; Attendance: 23
A ROLLER COASTER OF A RIDE
REPORT TO FOLLOW

FGIF Match Rating: 5 FGIF Ground Rating: 3
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R No.21: WebEd - Saturday 17th January 2026; Kingswood United (v AFC
Skirlaugh); East Riding County Football League Junior Cup Round 2; Kick-Off: 2pm;
Venue: Kingswood Academy 3G, Wawne Road, Bransholme, Hull, East Yorkshire;
HU7 4WR; Result: 2-3; Admission: Free; Programme: No; Attendance: 26.

FGIF Match Rating: 3 FGIF Ground Rating: 3

REPORT TO FOLLOW

R No.20: WebEd - Sunday 11th January 2026; Hull City (v Blackburn Rovers);
Emirates FA Cup Round 3; Kick-Off: 2.30pm; Venue: MKM Stadium, West Park, Hull,
East Yorks; HU3 6HU; Result: 0-0 (aet - Hull win 4-3 pens); Admission: £14
(concession); Programme: 32pp, £3; Attendance: 6627

FGIF Match Rating: 2 FGIF Ground Rating: 5




REPORT TO FOLLOW

R No.XX: WebEd - Sunday 4th January 2026; Hull City (v Watford); Skybet Football
League Championship; Kick-Off: 3pm; Venue: MKM Stadium, West Park, Hull, East
Yorks; HU3 6HU; Result: P-P (match called off 18 minutes before kick-off);
Admission: £19 (concession); Programme: 64pp, £4; Attendance: N/A.

FGIF Match Rating: N/A FGIF Ground Rating: 5* (maybe 4* now!!)

REPORT TO FOLLOW
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R No.19: WebEd - Saturday 27th December 2025; Hull United (v LIV Supplies);
Humber Premier League; Kick-Off: 2pm; Venue: Haworth Park, Dawson Drive, Hull,
East Yorkshire; HU6 7DY; Result: 1-5; Admission: Free; Programme: No;
Attendance: 61.
A BIT OF A HOME COMING
REPORT TO FOLLOW

FGIF Match Rating: 3* FGIF Ground Rating: 3*

R No.18: WebEd - Saturday 13th December 2025; Brandesburton (v LIV Supplies);
Humber Premier League; Kick-Off: 2pm; Venue: Hutton Cranswick Sport &
Recreation Association, Rotsea Lane, Hutton Cranswick, East Yorkshire; YO25 9ES;
Result: 1-0; Admission: Free; Programme: No; Attendance: 24.




Brandesburton Football Club, formed in 1902, has led a bit of a nomadic existence
over the last few seasons. Following problems with the planning application to
upgrade facilities at their modest Catwick Lane ground, the club has been forced
to play its matches out of the village - last season they were based at the Hull
University Sports 3G in Inglemire Lane before moving to the Hutton Cranswick
Sport and Recreation Association for the current campaign. It’s not ideal but
beggars can’t be choosers, as they say.

On a bitterly cold afternoon | have made the short twenty-mile trip (40-minute
drive) up from FGIF HQ through the sticks to Hutton on the outskirts of Driffield for
their home game against one of the promotion chasing sides in the league, LIV
Supplies, who currently occupy second place in the table behind Great Driffield
who have a slim three point cushion over them. It’s going to be a tough game for
the hosts who, having recorded only two wins to date, find themselves third from
bottom in the rankings albeit a handful of points clear of basement sides Beverley
Town Reserves and Hessle Rangers.

The Hutton Cranswick SRA ground, found at the end of Rotsea Lane, was opened
almost forty years ago back in 1988. The well-appointed 14-acre site, which shares
its facilities with the local cricket club, has two full-sized pitches marked out on
the expansive field, also home to many other teams in the area - some readers
may even remember that the now defunct and former ERCL side Hutton Cranswick
RSA FC, once played here some years ago before disbanding their Saturday side.
Indeed, | was lucky enough to attend one of their games a few years ago - for the
record it was on 27/10/2018 that Cranswick drew with Kingfields in a thrilling East
Riding County League Premier Division game that ended 4-4 in front of 12
spectators - just in case you wanted to know!

The venue also has a tidy pavilion and function room (for community use) which
shares a covered veranda spanning across the front of the building that has been
fully refurbished in recent years. Adjacent are two floodlit mini astro pitches and
two tennis courts which are situated some distance further along this side of the
field. The main pitch, separated from the changing rooms by an area of open
grass, benefits from having two brick-built dug outs (positioned either side of the
half-way line) and a tidy double metal rail in situ, along the near (entrance) side.
Sadly, it does not offer much in the way of protection from the cold, biting, wind
which today sweeps in with some ferocity across the open fields that back onto it.
With no spectator cover at pitch side, it really is not the ideal place to find any
comfort when it is so cold; thankfully the extra layers of clothing that | have
brought along with me do offer a bit of protection from the elements, at least.

So, onto this afternoon’s game which finally sparked into life just before the half-
time break. Remarkably it was down to home keeper Jack D’Arcy who guessed the
right way to make a superb penalty save, denying the visitors from taking the lead
following a clumsy challenge in the box. This moment proved to be pivotal in a
match hitherto bereft of any real goal scoring opportunities at either end. The
hosts quickly capitalized on this bit of luck and went ahead moments later after
influential skipper Jake Crozier (45+6) poked the ball home through a group of
players filling the six-yard box. The half continued almost fifteen minutes beyond




the allotted time when the referee deemed one of the net ties (under the
crossbar) had broken free and needed fixing - crazy as he called the half to a halt
only seconds after the repair. Why couldn’t it have been sorted at the break? Rules
is rules, | suppose!

Unsurprisingly, the lack-lustre visitors needed up their game and following a stern
talking to at the interval, began to dominate the second half. They were unlucky
not to score as both the crossbar and post stopped them (on at least three
occasions) from getting back onto level terms. With LIV camping in the opposing
half the hosts pulled everyone back to get behind the ball - it was to great effect
as they held firm and onto the three points in a game that finished in almost
complete darkness. To be honest Brandesburton deserved their ‘shock’ victory as
they looked much the better team in what was their last game of the year - you
could call it a real Christmas bonus. As for high-flyers LIV Supplies, they still
remain in second place in the league as neither Great Driffield (no game) nor
Hessle Sporting (match abandoned) were able to capitalize and take advantage of
their slip up today.

The game, played in extremely dull conditions with that cold, biting wind on a
soft, muddy pitch wind, was attended by nearly twenty-five spectators including
fellow hopper Andy who had travelled the short distance from neighbouring
Driffield. He enthusiastically told me that the HPL leaders, Great Driffield, had
ambitious plans to develop their Allotment Lane ground to achieve Northern
Counties East League football in the near future. Watch this space! For a change |
was pleased to take part in some much-needed half-time refreshments from the
festively decorated tea bar where hot food and drinks were available throughout
the game. | must say the big cup of Bovril and king-size cheeseburger in a large roll
(both on offer for less than a fiver and served by one of the lady committee
members at half-time) was the perfect antidote to escape the bitterly cold,
miserable conditions - it was delicious too!

During the game | managed to have a chat with the father of the BAFC assistant
manager who told me a bit more about the club’s latest ground developments back
in the village (ten miles from here). Apparently a successful (revised) application
with help from a Football Foundation grant and local fund-raising efforts (in excess
of £70K) was made earlier this year. Plans to erect a single-storey clubhouse and
pavilion, floodlit multi-use games area and six floodlights (with time restrictions)
to replace the old facilities will serve as a community space for football and social
activities. Despite some drainage issues much active work has already taken place
to clear the site (removing the old changing room portacabins), it appears that
there have been disputes with the local pétanque club (no less) who have made
some strong objections to the parish council about the intended plans - what a
load of boules!!! Whilst the politics of this is waiting to be sorted, the football club
continue on its peripatetic football journey. Let’s hope for the sake of everyone
connected with this lovely, old and well-established club, that this matter can
finally be resolved once and for all Needless to say that in the meantime, a visit to
the Hutton Cranswick SRA and a possible chance to watch Brandesburton play,
there comes highly recommended. And finally, just in case | don’t head out to a
game next week, can | wish you all a very Happy Christmas and some enjoyable
festive footie on your travels...




FGIF Match Rating: 3* FGIF Ground Rating: 3*

R No.17: WebEd - Saturday 6th December 2025; Robin AFC (v Costello); East
Riding County Football League Division Two; Kick-Off: 2.30pm; Venue: Malet
Lambert School 3G, James Reckitt Avenue, Hull, East Yorkshire; HU8 0JD; Result:
3-0; Admission: Free; Programme: No; Attendance: 16.

ROCKING ROBINS

After missing out last week when my chosen game was called off late on, I’'m

pleased to report that normal hopping service is thankfully resumed today. The
soggy weather conditions have improved quite a bit over the last few days, but I’'m
still not taking any chances and have decided to play the trusty 3G card which
(more or less) guarantees some spherical action. I’m making a short trip from FGIF
HQ to the East Hull suburbs for my footy fix this afternoon. My destination is the
impressive Malet Lambert Academy located off James Reckitt Avenue and situated
only a long throw-in from the beautiful East Park, a grade two listed site. The
school building which dates back to the 1930’s has an elegant Neo-Georgian facade
(check out the album to see for yourself) all fully refurbished to its former glory in
recent years. This is in sharp contrast to the modern, more clinical, rectangular
sports centre buildings found further along the driveway. The huge replica school
logo which incorporates, in relief, the three crowns of the city on its crest, is
proudly affixed high up on one of the outer walls - there’s certainly no mistaking
where you are on a visit here.




Although | arrive well ahead of the kick-off, | notice that a game is already
underway on the 3G caged pitch situated just beyond the car park at the end of
the school grounds. Surely, there hasn’t been a last-minute change to the starting
time, has there? As | approach the main entrance gate my fears are soon allayed
when | notice that it is in fact a girls’ game that is taking place on the artificial
surface in front of me. Phew.

One of the parents standing on the pitch side informs me that it is Hull City Ladies
Under 16’s (one of the club’s junior sides) who are playing Hamilton Panthers
Ladies Under 16’s (from York) in a Development Phase game and are currently
losing 1-0. With just over ten minutes of the match remaining, | decide to stay and
watch the rest of the action (the is no change to the score) before going back to
the car to collect my rucksack and camera. Apparently, the young Tigresses play
their home matches here on a regular basis and have a fixed booking slot arranged
with the sports centre admin staff. In effect this means that once their game is
over, the men’s teams can enter the cage and begin their respective warm-ups in
preparation for a slightly later than the normally scheduled 2pm start. With the
floodlights already well illuminated there’s no problem they’ll be playing in the
fall of darkness which arrives pretty early at this time of the year.

Today’s county league fixture features two sides that are currently sitting at
opposite ends of the division two table. Robin (which by the way, is named after a
gastro pub in the Sutton Ings area of the city) have made a cracking start to the
campaign and find themselves in third place having won over half of their games so
far. Costello, by contrast, have found the going really tough with only one win to
their name (coincidentally coming in the reverse fixture at the Costello playing
fields back in October). | actually remember seeing some of the action in my
periphery whilst attending a feisty county cup game here between Anlaby Rangers
v Riccall taking place on the adjacent pitch). | digress.

The weather has also affected the progress of both sides in recent weeks too -
incredibly, for Robin this is, in fact, their fifth consecutive home game to be held
at the Malet Lambert Academy in the last six weeks whereas the visitors have
suffered several postponements and haven’t kicked a ball since the first week in
November. On that occasion they were thumbed 10-0 by the high-scoring league
leaders Wareham Forest. Struggling to find players hasn’t helped their cause either
with their regular centre-forward Joseph Peters being switched to goalkeeper in an
enforced change made just ahead of kick-off today - not ideal preparation when
you are playing an in-form side and sitting next to bottom in the league table, is it?

After facing much early pressure, it is the hosts who open the scoring (much
against the run of play) when the stocky and skiful winger Walid Aouil (19) bursts
past the last defender to blast the ball high up into the net only centimetres out
from the goal line. Despite having his shirt almost ripped from his back in the
process, he wrestles free (not literally) and keeps his composure to make it 1-0, a
score the Robins (dressed in their custom red-orange kit) hold onto until the break.
They double their tally midway through the second half as Scott Wiles (73) heads
the ball past stand-in keeper Peters from close-range - following some neat build
up play, it is a well-crafted goal. The game is finally over when Markus Craig (80)
fires the ball home from outside the box with only ten minutes remaining on the




clock. It is a well-deserved victory for Robin as they continue to chase down the
two sides above them, earning three more big points. It was no doubt pleasing for
the club to learn afterwards that second placed Reckitts Reserves had beaten
leaders Wareham 2-1 at Hull University during the afternoon.

The match, played out in mainly dull conditions with, at one point, an almost dark,
leaden and threatening sky overhead, attracts nearly twenty spectators including a
fellow snapper who is ever poised with his camera taking mugshots of the home
players for use in the club’s many social media platforms and posts. Although the
lights are switched on before the game starts it is clear that some parts of the
pitch are not that bright during the latter stages. Special mention must go to
match official Phil Griffin who is called into action only an hour before proceedings
- despite suffering with dodgy, painful, arthritic knees and refereeing a junior
match in the morning, he maintains his energy levels throughout and has a superb
game. His post-match ritual is apparently biking home before climbing into the
jacuzzi (purely for medicinal reasons, he tells me!).

If you get the chance, make an effort to go and watch Robin AFC play at the Malet
Lambert Academy - you won’t be disappointed. Under the leadership of their
affable gaffer Paul Allen, you’ll no doubt receive a warm welcome when you
attend one of their games. They’re currently the in-form team in the division at
the moment and | certainly wish them every success in their push to gain a second
successive promotion. You could say this is definitely a good time of year to be a
Robin...I couldn’t resist that one!

FGIF Match Rating: 3* FGIF Ground Rating: 2*




R No.16: WebEd - Saturday 22nd November 2025; Kingfields (v Thorpe Park
Rangers); East Riding County Football League Division One; Kick-Off: 2pm; Venue:
Bishop Burton College Pitch No.1 (3G), York Road, Bishop Burton, Beverley, East
Yorkshire; HU17 8QG; Result: 5-2; Admission: Free; Programme: No; Attendance:
15.

BEATING THE COLD

Following a blanket of snow and some freezing overnight temperatures in the

area, most of the city’s council-owned pitches were declared unfit for play, which
led to many games being postponed on Friday. However, it was thanks to the hard-
working ground’s staff at the Bishop Burton College, that this game was finally
given the green light to go ahead at mid-day, meaning normal hopping service
could be resumed. It just goes to show that 3G pitches are not infallible when it
comes to dealing with the worst of the winter elements. Luckily, as the sun made
its first appearance of the week and the morning temperature started to rise, only
a small amount of snow needed to be removed from one corner of the ground,
which was a great help.

Although the village of Bishop Burton is normally easy to reach from FGIF HQ a
significant stretch of the A164 between Cottingham and Beverley is slowly being
transformed into a new dual carriageway, meaning that enforced roadworks and
speed restrictions are now adding significant time onto the journey. After
negotiating all the cones, | eventually turned onto the A1079 (York Road) and




arrived at the college (taking the second entrance beyond the village) with plenty
of time to spare ahead of kick-off.

The sports facilities here are superb. The college boasts no less than ten full-size
grass pitches and a modern floodlit 3G synthetic games area used for football and
rugby matches and training. It is also home to Hull City FC Academy side (Premier
League Under 18 Development League) who have their own dedicated, fully
enclosed ground on site. In addition, there are several health suites and two sports
halls found in the impressive Sport & Fitness building which acts as a focal hub on
the campus.

Although the club, former members of the Humber Premier League (pre-Covid),
have had led a bit of a nomadic existence in the past, they have been playing at
the BBC (I couldn’t resist) for the last couple of seasons - indeed they have
upgraded (if that’s the right word) from playing on grass to using the main 3G pitch
this campaign. Affable club secretary Matt tells me that the players really enjoy
using the facility - it is not cheap to hire and works out roughly to around £100 per
game to book it (including the lights which were already switched on before the
start). According to my basic Maths, that works out to be about £5 a player (with a
squad of sixteen) which doesn’t seem too bad. On the pitch itself, Kingfields sit in
a mid-table position out of the twelve team Division One rankings chasing a cluster
of sides who are only one point better off than them.

Today they entertain visitors Thorpe Park Rangers who find themselves in the
bottom two relegation places - it’s not surprising when you consider they have
played two (and in some cases three) matches fewer than the sides above them
and have not been in league action for the previous four weeks due to a number of
postponements, cancellations and county cup matches that have taken priority.
Significantly last season’s unbeaten Division Three champions Priory FC withdrew
from the league just days before their game at Rangers’ Sir Henry Cooper ground
was due to take place. Ahead of kick-off assistant manager Alan Cope told me that
Rangers had strengthened their squad over the last three weeks having been on a
scouting mission at Hull University. They managed to sign up three new players (all
Nigerian lads) who were all available and making their debuts this afternoon.

In a frantic opening ten minutes it was Kingfields who took the lead through
Nathan Verity (9) poking the ball home from only two yards out. It was only short-
lived as Rangers equalised literally moments later, when Richard Archeampong (10)
wearing his trademark balaclava, struck the ball into the net with a speculative
shot rifled from outside the area. Within minutes the hosts regained the lead after
Josh Green found some space to drive the ball home from close range to make it 2-
1. Shortly before the break Rangers drew level for the second time, again following
a long shot, this time from Micheal Awisi (37) who needed the help of a post to
guide the ball past outstretched keeper Ryan McMaster.

For the third time in the match the hosts regained the lead after Owen Stanley’s
(51) superbly struck inswinging corner from the left saw the ball curl inside the far
post somehow managing to beat everyone and find its way into the back of the
net. As the hosts began to dominate play, they added a fourth mid-way through
the half when Ben Marshall (62) beat the offside trap and the advancing keeper




who fluffed his clearance to steer the ball behind him and in front of an empty net
for the easiest of tap-ins from six yards out. Dan Warcup (77) completed the
scoring and wrapped up the three points when he headed the ball home from a
corner on the right. The result moved Kingfields up to third in the table behind
South Park Rangers who beat Easington United Reserves 5-1 in the day’s only other
Division One game that survived the big freeze.

Despite the wintry pre-match conditions the game was attended by fifteen hardy
souls who managed to enjoy some sunshine as they battled the increasingly cold
temperatures which dipped close to zero as full time approached. Special mention
must go to excellent young referee Jordan Poucher who had come home on leave
from his army training base in Windsor to take charge of the game.

On a day when many fixtures had already been postponed, | was very pleased to
get in a game of football at the Bishop Burton College. If you get chance to go and
watch Kingfields play you should take it, as they are a really friendly club and you
will no doubt receive a warm welcome when you make a visit. The joys of
watching football on plastic pitches continues - this was my fifth time this season -
| should think there’ll be more to come once winter officially begins? Until then
keep warm!

FGIF Match Rating: 4* FGIF Ground Rating: 4*
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R No.15: WebEd - Saturday 15th November 2025; Steeple Aston (v Bearley
United); Banbury District & Lord Jersey FA League Mid Oxon Cup Q-F; Kick-Off:
2pm; Venue: Steeple Aston Sport & Recreation Ground, Fir Lane, Steeple Aston,
Bicester, Oxfordshire; OX25 4SF; Result: 1-2; Admission: Free; Programme: No;
Attendance: 17.




A CELEBRATION UNLIKE ANY OTHER

|’ll begin my report this week with a bit of a quiz question: what have Margaret

Thatcher, Richard Burton and Angela Lansbury all got in common? Well, for those
of you who are not sure and keen to find out more, | can tell you they were all
born in 1925. So, why am | asking you this, | guess you are wondering? Well to cut a
long story short this was also the same year that Fran’s uncle John was born with
this weekend marking his 100t birthday. We have been invited down to Kings
Sutton near Banbury to celebrate this incredible milestone with him and the rest of
our extended family. Although it’s a long journey for us we can’t wait to see
everyone again. With the festivities not starting until Saturday evening, the
football half of my brain quickly engages, as it realises that there may be another
‘hopperunity’ to get to a game and tick off a new ground beforehand. As an
obsessive footy neutral, it would seem rude not to check out the fixture
possibilities in the area this weekend, so a bit of homework is required in the days
before heading down to Oxfordshire.

Having very limited knowledge about football in this part of the world, | refer to
the ever-helpful pages of FA Full-Time which soon reveal that my best bet would
be to find a game in either the Oxfordshire Senior or the Banbury District and Lord
Jersey Leagues. It makes sense as many of the clubs are within easy travelling
distance of Kings Sutton. More importantly they are all kicking off at 2pm, which is
convenient and fits in perfectly with our plans. After a bit of deliberation, | select
the match between Wroxton Sports (and Kings Sutton) in the Banbury and Lord
Jersey Premier Division for my afternoon fix - according to my AA Road Atlas (yes, |
still use one), it’s only a twenty-minute (8 mile) drive away from our party
destination.

As we leave FGIF HQ the weather has taken a dramatic and sudden turn leaving
much of our journey battling really heavy rain and strong crosswinds which reduces
our visibility and speed in trying to navigate the M62, M18 and M1. By the time we
make a pit stop at Cherwell Services on the final leg of our trip the skies have
brightened up. A quick midday check on the fixture lists shows that several games
have already been postponed due to the elements but our Plan A game at Wroxton
Sports is thankfully still on...at the moment, that is. It’s clear though from looking
out of the car window that heavy rain has left many of the roads and fields around
here badly waterlogged, leaving our hopping plans in some jeopardy.

It’s now 1pm and my heart sinks as | discover that our chosen game has just been
called off along with all of the others in the league - apart from one outstanding
game which offers a glimmer of hope. Incredibly the almost blank fixture list
shows that a match at Steeple Aston Football Club has somehow survived the storm
(according to forecasts this one is called Claudia) and is still going ahead. There’s
still some uncertainty as we don’t really know the geography of the area and how
far it is from here. Tapping the ground details into the sat nav allays our fears
confirming that it’s only ten miles further along the A4260. The narrow winding
journey through Deddington heading towards Bicester takes only fifteen minutes to
complete and as we arrive at the rural outpost on Fir Lane, notice some of the
players are already making their way from the changing rooms to the adjacent




pitch. After pulling up at roadside and breathing a huge sigh of relief | could finally
say after an arduous three-hour journey - it’s now GAME ON!

The village of Steeple Aston, found roughly midway between Banbury and Oxford,
is based on the edge of the Cherwell Valley named after the River Cherwell which
flows through the area (Banbury, Bicester and Kidlington) to the north of Oxford.
Formed over one hundred and twenty-five years ago, Steeple Aston Football Club
has been members of the Banbury & Lord Jersey League since 1897, having won
the league cup seven times during their history. They are based at the idyllic
village Sport & Recreation Centre found along the leafy, narrow and undulating Fir
Lane. A small car park and adjacent changing pavilion (which doubles as a village
hall) are found just inside the main walled entrance. The playing field (which
shares its facilities with cricket) is found at the bottom of a steep hollow set below
street level with access through a small woodland area where a narrow style (for
the more athletic visitor) or swing gate built into the fence, leads you to pitch
side. The one and only playing area, marked out lengthways, and partly roped off
along the far side, is surrounded by some very tall trees and hedges which surround
the perimeter, giving it a lovely, enclosed feel. As expected, there is no dedicated
cover here for players or spectators at this level of grassroots football.

Today’s game sees the visit of Stratford based side Bearley United to Fir Lane in
this Mid Oxon Cup (a competition for the league’s division one and two sides)
which has now reached the quarter-final stage. Both sides have struggled to find
any decent league form so far this season, sitting in the bottom half of the nine-
team division two table with only one win apiece recorded to date.

After a goalless first half it was the visitors who struck first when the diminutive
Ben Earls (52) rose highest in the box to meet Matt Hindley’s pin-point cross to
give his side a 1-0 lead. Young referee Max Hook certainly had his work cut out in
the moments that followed - being under the watchful gaze of an assessor (an avid
Oxford United fan no less), he did well not to cave in to severe home pressure
when the Steeple players surrounded him to contest United’s goal, claiming it was
‘definitely’ scored from an offside position. It was controversial but he stood firm
and calmly rebuked their protests. Within ten minutes United doubled their
advantage when the hosts failed to clear the ball from a cross, allowing Hindley
(61) time and space to tap home from a tight angle at the back post to make it 2-
0.

Just when it looked as though Bearley had done enough to win the tie, the hosts
made things a bit more interesting when they were awarded a late penalty but
couldn’t convert it following a terrific save from keeper Ben Hession who guessed
right to keep the ball out with a fine save. With the game now entering stoppage
time Steeple finally managed to pull one back as Adrian Voinea (90+3) poked the
ball over the line from close quarters following a corner. But it was too little too
late as the busy young referee blew his whistle to signal full-time in what had been
an incident packed contest. By a complete quirk of fate both sides will face each
other once again when they meet here in a league fixture next weekend...

The game, played in mostly in dull, murky conditions (no rain though) attracted
almost twenty spectators. Considering the effects of the recent stormy weather,




the pitch held up remarkably well throughout the afternoon which might interest
fellow hoppers looking for a game in the winter months. During the afternoon |
managed to have a chat with Stuart Baillie, the Steeple Aston secretary, who has
been with the club for many years fulfilling several roles including a rare substitute
appearance despite waiting for knee surgery! He told me that it is becoming
increasingly hard to field a team each week and is lucky to have a couple of
committee members to help share the workload. Unlike many other teams in the
BD & LJ League, they do not operate a reserve or junior team at present. His
counterpart Garth was full of praise for the league and explained that his team
preferred to travel further afield to play games each week rather than compete in
the Birmingham & District League. After telling me that his son Matty, the club’s
muscular United captain, was a well-regarded boxing champion, | didn’t ask any
more awkward questions...

The chance to watch a game (against all the weather odds) in a different part of
the country was a terrific experience and made for a welcome change. To add to
the occasion, it was also my first ever hop in the Banbury District and Lord Jersey
League. For footy travellers who are interested in taking in one of these matches, |
can report that a new dedicated website has just been set up covering fixtures,
results, tables and includes an in-depth directory providing details (and contacts)
for all clubs in the league which help to supplement the generic Full-Time site.

Needless to say, it was really lovely to meet up with John and the rest of our
family to celebrate his landmark birthday. Even during his advancing years, he still
follows the fortunes of his beloved Leeds United and can still vividly remember
visiting Elland Road back in the 1940’s as a young man - he can still recall the
names of their famous players without any hesitation. What an inspiration he is! It
was definitely a weekend that will stay in the memory for a long time to come!

FGIF Match Rating: 3* FGIF Ground Rating: 2*

R No.14: WebEd - Saturday 8th November 2025; Hull City (v Portsmouth); Skybet
Football League Championship; Kick-Off: 3pm; Venue: MKM Stadium, West Park,




Hull, East Yorks; HU3 6HU; Result: 3-2; Admission: £19 (concession); Programme:
64pp, £4; Attendance: 23205.

FGIF Match Rating: 5* FGIF Ground Rating: 5*

REPORT TO FOLLOW

R No.13: WebEd - Sunday 2" November 2025; Hull City Ladies (v Rugby Borough
Ladies); FA Women’s National League NPL; Kick-Off: 2pm; Venue: Versa Sportswear
Stadium, Grange Road, North Ferriby, Hull, East Yorks; HU14 3AB; Result: 0-4;
Admission: £5; Programme: 24pp, £2; Attendance: 241.

LADIES DAY...

|n what is a bit of a change to my usual hopping plans, I’m taking in a game of

ladies’ football this afternoon. Although my records show | have only ever watched
one women’s game before (England Women v Iceland Women in an international
friendly at London Road, Peterborough in 2004), this is in fact the first time | am
attending a competitive match during my hopping career. With an on-line ticket
already purchased on the club’s excellent website, I’m making a short trip to the
village of North Ferriby to watch Hull City Ladies take on Rugby Borough in what is
an eagerly awaited Women’s FA National League North match at the Versa
Sportswear Stadium.

As | arrive with plenty of time to spare ahead of the early scheduled kick-off |
manage to find a decent parking space along the narrow adjoining Grange Road.
The short walk back to the main entrance affords a wonderful view of the




beautiful All Saints Church which overlooks the ground. Access is made at a pay
booth and turnstile at the allotment end (yes, there is one!) which brings you out
in one corner of the site. It’s a lovely ground that still retains many of its old
features with all the main facilities straddled along the nearside touchline with
plenty of covered seating stretching the full length of the far side opposite. From
here you can see part of the Humber Bridge in the distance as it runs parallel to
and behind the far-end terrace and espy frequent trains passing along the
embankment on the right.

Although they share a few similarities with Hull City FC, the Tigresses, as they are
known, are not affiliated with the men’s set up being a completely independent
club. They also run both Reserve and Development sides creating fantastic
progressive playing opportunities for young girls as they move up from and through
the junior football ranks. Formed back in 2001, they began playing in the Yorkshire
& Humberside League before being promoted to the North East Women's Premier
League in 2004-05. In the 2006-07 season, they were division champions and as a
result achieved promotion to the Norther Combination Women’s Football League
but within two years were relegated back to the North East League. Ahead of the
2011-12 campaign, the club merged with Beverley Town Ladies. In 2014-15, the
Tigresses were promoted as champions to the Women's Premier League Northern
Division One. Their dramatic rise through the leagues continued, reaching the FA
Women’s National League North in 2018. Although they were relegated in the
2021-22 season, they returned in 2024, after a 5-1 away victory over rivals Leeds
United saw Hull win the league title.

However, it has not all been plain sailing (pardon the pun) for the club with some
unsavoury news reports over the last few months casting doubts about its future.
In April 2025, three major headlines broke from the club: firstly, on 16 April, co-
owner and chairman Daniel Johnson requested that the FA should relegate Hull to
the fourth tier regardless of their league position amidst financial ruin. Then,
within a few weeks they were then investigated by the police for suspected fraud
allegations from multiple sources. It was revealed that there is a ‘black hole’ of at
least £200,000 unaccounted for in the club’s finances across the past five seasons,
leaving the club's future hanging in the balance. Finally, on 30 April, the club’s
players accused Johnson of ‘aggressive behaviour’, including making ‘inappropriate
comments about sex’. At the time of writing, it appears that the FA is working
closely with the club to try to help them resolve the situation.

Despite these challenges, Hull City Ladies FC have made an encouraging start to
the season. Having won three games so far, they currently sit in fifth place in the
twelve team National North division. They will have their work cut out this
afternoon as they take on an in-form Rugby Borough side who arrive at Grange
Road three points and two places better off in the latest league table. As this was
the club’s last home game for a couple of weeks, a minute’s silence was observed
in celebration of Remembrance Day ahead of kick-off. Special mention was also
given by the tannoy announcer to former Tigress keeper Donna Nickolay who sadly
passed away almost six years to the day. A charity in honour of her name has been
set up to raise awareness about mental health and to support her legacy.




Still feeling the effects of a long trip down to the East Midlands with an impressive
2-0 victory over Loughborough Lightning on Thursday evening, it was not surprising
that the Tigresses were playing with tired legs in a game where they fell well
short. As expected, the visitors dominated most of the play and scored twice in
each half to win comfortably and keep pressure on the two sides above them
(Burnley and Wolves). For the record it was Jess Camwell (19) who opened the
scoring with a shot from a tight angle before Lily Greenslade (39) added a second
beating keeper Abi Wallace in a one-on-one shortly before the break. Greenslade
(50) scored again five minutes into the second half with a superb lob over the
stranded keeper from outside the box. Amelia Hazaed (76) completed the rout
with fifteen minutes to go as she tapped the ball home from close range following
a corner on the right.

The game played on a well-manicured surface in a mixture of overcast and sunny
conditions was attended by a terrific crowd fast approaching 250 spectators (the
second highest crowd this campaign after 450 watched the Tigresses take on Leeds
United here in the WFA National League Cup only a few weeks ago). This included
many vocal travelling fans and a rather ‘extrovert’ local supporter (complete with
a large stuffed replica Tiger for company) who could be heard cheering loudly
throughout which added to the atmosphere. The club also issued a smart glossy 24-
page programme (priced £2) which also included a vinyl car sticker with the words:
‘Hear Us Roar’ displayed on it. This regular issue covered all the basics with a short
welcome page, recent match reports, league table and fixture list but unusually no
team line up for the visitors. Interestingly, there was also a feature about Carol
Thomas, the Hull born footballer who was the first woman to gain fifty caps for
England Women skippering the side in seven consecutive tournaments and going on
to lift the UEFA Championship runner-up trophy in 1984. Carol was later awarded
the MBE for services to women'’s football and inducted into the English Football
Hall of Fame at the National Football Museum in Manchester in 2021. Earlier this
year she was presented with an Honorary Freeman of Hull scroll by the Lord Mayor
Christine Randall which she described as ‘a great honour not only for myself but
for my family’. If you want to find out more about this true football star, check
out her Wiki page on the internet. A tea bar (called the ‘Chuckwagon’) serving hot
and cold food and a pop-up gazebo selling snacks and club memorabilia were both
in full operation and did a brisk trade throughout the afternoon. Despite what you
may think about Yorkshiremen | did put my hand in my pocket and bought a
branded mug to put a few quid into the club’s coffers.

So, what was my overall impression after taking in my first proper game of
women'’s football? To be honest | was pleasantly surprised and really enjoyed my
experience this afternoon. The club does a great job of making everyone feel
welcome during their short stay and is really pro-active not only in promoting the
Tigresses but women'’s football in general. The atmosphere was very laid back with
many families attending with young children which will only help in creating the
next generation of footballers and fans. As the club says in its programme notes:
‘Without supporters, football is nothing’. Say no more. If you get the chance to
watch a game of ladies’ football, take it. I’'m glad | did...

FGIF Match Rating: 3* FGIF Ground Rating: 4*
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R No.12: WebEd - Saturday 25th October 2025; Bradley FC (v Limestone Rangers);
Lincolnshire FA Junior Cup Round 1; Kick-Off: 1.30pm; Venue: Humberston
Academy, Humberston Ave, Humberston, Grimsby, North East Lincs; DN36 4TF;
Result: 2-4; Admission: Free; Programme: None; Attendance: 28.

COUNTY CUP FUN IN THE SUN

|t’s a cold but lovely sunny October day with not a single drop of rain forecast and
I’m going to watch another game played on 3G (or is it 4G?) this afternoon. No, no,
no, | hear some members of the hopperati saying - this has to be some kind of
mistake. Surely, it’s only something you should ever contemplate when all else
fails and a Plan B fallback is required - in bad weather. Well, it’s not in my rule
book. In fact, I’'m making my third visit to watch a game ‘on the plastic’ having
already ticked off Howden FC (at the Snaith Academy) and Watergate FC (St John’s
University) in recent weeks. My destination is to the outskirts of Grimsby where
relatively new side Bradley FC are facing Limestone Rangers in an eagerly awaited
Lincolnshire Junior Cup tie at the well-regarded Humberston Academy.

The school is located only a couple of miles south of the town centre. After some
deliberation | take a slightly more scenic route to get here which avoids using the
busy ring roads around the town. From past experience | have been known to get
stuck in long tailbacks along Peaks Parkway where endless sets of traffic lights can
delay the time-crunched footy traveller on route to a game. Thankfully, | make
good progress from Barnetby bypassing Humberside Airport towards Keelby (A18)
before coming off Barton Street through Waltham and finally on to Humberston. It
proves to be the correct decision as | get there a good thirty minutes ahead of the
kick-off. The club now uses the new floodlit, 4G multi-use games area located at
the back of the main school buildings off Humberston Avenue.




Bradley FC was formed as a brand-new club just over a year ago. They achieved
immediate success by taking runners-up spot (behind champions Theddo) in the
East Lincolnshire Combination Second Division in their debut campaign. So far,
they have struggled a bit to find their old form and sit just above the relegation
places in Division One. Since gaining promotion they have also moved home leaving
their last base at Clee Fields (adjoining Cleethorpes Town FC) over the summer
months. Although they do have tenuous links to the village of Bradley and the FDC
there (think Grimsby Borough FC here), the club has decided to play at the
Humberston Academy as it is a better venue (facility-wise) and much easier for the
players to get to (not sure about one lad who apparently commutes from
Rotherham to get here each week!)

Today'’s visitors, Limestone Rangers who hail from Willoughton near Gainsborough,
have made a terrific start to their season having won three of their opening four
games in the Scunthorpe & District League Division One (top division) lifting them
to second in the table behind unbeaten leaders Scotter United (who have a slightly
better goal difference). As always county cup games featuring sides from different
leagues are compelling viewing for the neutral observer and today is no exception.

Despite having a goal disallowed (for offside) within the first two minutes, Bradley
do take the lead when Owen Mitchell (12) breaks through the defence to slot the
ball home from a tight angle. Rangers level matters as Brad Hill (25) is on hand
(not literally) to thump the ball home after it rebounds off the keeper and lands at
his feet inside the six-yard area. Toby Lennon (35) then puts his side into the lead
tapping in from close range following a corner taken on the left. With the hosts
now under pressure they somehow press the self-destruct button in the space of
two minutes - in hindsight it costs them dearly and gifts Rangers the game: a poor
back pass allows Hill (39) to nip in and side foot the ball home before the keeper
mistimes a sliding challenge on Charlie Beale (40) who with an empty net in front
of him has the simplest of tap ins to give his side a comfortable 4-1 lead going into
the break. The width of the crossbar and post prevents Rangers from extending
their lead in the second half before Bradley manage to grab a late consolation goal
through Tyler Smith (79) who pulls one back for them ten minutes from time. The
visitors who look much the stronger side throughout fully deserve their victory and
| wish them every success in the next round of this wonderful cup competition.

Today’s game, played on a larger than average pitch, as evidenced by the number
of players cramping up before the end, is attended by almost thirty spectators
including a few who travel over from Willoughton. Interestingly this 4G set up has
a dividing wire running across the entire width of the pitch (level with the halfway
line) probably about eight feet off the artificial grass surface. It suspends a net
(tied up at the side during play) which can be pulled across to split the pitch into
two sections during school PE lessons. What a cracking invention. No doubt you
may have seen similar examples like this on your recent footy travels. To be
honest, | didn't think the ball would go near, let alone touch it, during the game -
wrong! It happened no less than five times during the afternoon - with the ref
awarding a free kick to the side that had kicked the ball against it, hmm. I’m not
100% certain about this, but surely a drop ball, from underneath the point of
contact, would be the proper way to restart play. I’'m not knocking excellent
match official Gary Frith (who had earlier pulled up next to me in the car park - in




his new shiny blue Ferrari!!) but just wondered what the rules (oops laws) for this
actually state. Who'd be a referee, eh?! Anyway, your answers about this subject
sent via an E-Mail post card to FGIF HQ would be gratefully received...in the
meantime what this space!

Plastic watch - a quick scroll though my new list of ‘grounds visited’ spreadsheet
reveals that | have now attended games at no fewer than sixty plastic venues since
| started groundhopping all those years ago which comes as quite a surprise. |
imagine this number is small fry in comparison to those recorded by more
professional ground collectors out there. Indeed, two thirds of my trips to footy
cages have been completed since | relocated back up north only seven years ago.
Although some visits have been made during bad weather, most in fact haven’t.
There’s nothing wrong with that, is there? With financial help on offer from the FA
and its affiliated partners, more and more facilities like this are being built up and
down the country. Open for long hours and catering for large numbers, they have
certainly helped clubs, schools, communities and footy fans in providing grassroots
opportunities for everyone, both young and old. Enjoy taking in your next game on
the plastic, even if it’s on a sunny day.

FGIF Match Rating: 3* FGIF Ground Rating: 2*

A SIX GOAL GRASSROOTS THRILLER

R No.11: WebEd - Saturday 18th October 2025; East Hull Wanderers (v Hull
Lions); East Riding County League Division Five; Kick-Off: 2pm; Venue: St Johns
Grove Playing Fields, St Johns Grove, Hull, East Yorks; HU9 5ST; Result: 3-3;
Admission: Free; Programme: None; Attendance: 34.

The East Riding County League has seen a big rise in the number of clubs joining
the competition this season with no fewer than eight new teams starting the 2025-




26 campaign. This has to be great news for all concerned and gives smaller leagues
like the ERCL (by that | mean those lower down the pyramid) a more certain and
viable future. It’s also exciting for the neutral ground collector who can add a few
more ticks to that almost never ending ‘to do’ list on their travels over the coming
weeks and months.

My hop this afternoon features two of these teams as new boys East Hull
Wanderers take on ERCL debutants Hull Lions in an eagerly awaited fixture at the
St John’s Grove playing fields. Located in the Southcoates area of the city, it’s a
familiar destination to me having been there back in February 2023 to watch
former county league side Chaos United beat Sutton United in an exciting cup tie
settled after a nail-biting penalty shoot-out. It’s easy to get to from the Aé3 -
continue along Hedon Road (A1033) and take a left turn at the roundabout
(opposite the Alexandra Docks) heading along Southcoates Lane. Bypass HMP Hull
and then follow Bilsdale Grove (on the right) until it joins St Johns Grove. The last
part of the journey proves to be more difficult. Since my last visit here the whole
area has become a massive building site with considerable urban regeneration
taking place as a new housing estate begins to take shape. As a result of temporary
road closures in situ, it means that | have to ask a postie for final directions and
end up leaving the car away from the playing fields and walking the last bit (more
of that later!).

East Hull Wanderers is a very proactive club with many junior sides (for boys and
girls) already established in the local area. Check out their social media platforms
for more details. A decision was made over the summer to introduce a men’s side
so that their U18’s could continue playing for the club rather than moving on to
play for other teams in the city. First team boss Luke Tarpy tells me that several of
the young lads are taking to the field this afternoon and since moving up the ranks
have risen to the challenge of playing adult football. Although they got hammered
by Driffield Town Reserves 9-0 on the opening day of the season and are yet to win
a game, encouragingly results have improved of late, with a terrific 3-3 draw to
Selby-based Malt Shovel Thirds a few weeks ago. | just have time before kick-off to
have a chat with a few of the visiting supporters. It’s interesting to note that Hull
Lions are predominately (and uniquely) a side made up of players originally from
Kurdistan (that’s an area in west Asia encompassing countries and peoples from
Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Syria). I’m pretty sure that this is the first such club I’ve seen
playing football in the region. Despite losing only one game so far, the Lions sit in
fourth place and look pre-match favourites to beat their opponents who are in the
relegation places as it stands.

The match turns out to be a superb advert for county league grassroots football.
After weathering very early pressure, the hosts take the lead against the run of
play, when Nick Harmon (5) expertly lobs the advancing keeper to make it 1-0 in
what is only their first venture into the opposition half in the opening exchanges.
The Lions respond well and draw level on the half hour mark through Sebur Ibrahim
(30) who, timing his run to absolute perfection, beats the offside trap to fire the
ball home from a tight angle.

Wanderers dressed in a smart African-violet kit regain the lead midway through the
second half as Stan Adams (65) slides the ball under the keeper from close range.




Within three minutes the bespectacled, bald-headed and influential Harmon (68)
grabs his second of the game beating the static keeper with a superb shot struck
from outside the area - it’s definitely an early contender for any FGIF Goal of the
Season award, if there was such a thing! With the game entering its last five
minutes the Lions are given a lifeline when they are awarded a penalty but fail to
take their chance as the keeper guesses right, dives to his left and palms the ball
away to safety. Before | could log the important details onto my FGIF MSC (Match
Stats Card), there’s still more drama as the visitors look to have pulled one back
only for it to be ruled out for offside by the excellent referee Shane Cass -
constantly up with play, he’s near to the action and having a terrific game.

With barely two minutes of the contest left the hosts look to have won their first
game of the campaign when the coaches make a couple of questionable late
substitutions at the heart of the defence (wrongly in my opinion). This proves
costly. Despite having their own immediate setbacks, the Lions are not done yet
and with their claws out (ouch) manage to pull one back when the tricky Isaac
Anapaz (88) races through to slot the ball home. Cue wild celebrations amongst
the visiting fans gathered on the near touchline! There’s only a minute of play left
and it’s now a ‘backs to the wall’ job for the disjointed Wanderers who looking
ragged in defence are hanging on to their slender lead - literally. With seconds
remaining the ball falls at the feet of Alister van der Kroon (89), who, spotting the
keeper is off his line, lobs it over his head and into the empty net. Cue further wild
celebrations - it’s manic on the far side as one of the away fans sounds a loud air-
horn (not for the first time during the afternoon) to mark what has been a
fantastic comeback as his team somehow against the odds draw level. Amid the
racket the referee finally blows for full-time with the game ending 3-3. Phew! It’s
harsh on ‘The Purple Army’ who are denied their first victory but the decision to
make two late substitutions at the back, has naively lost them the game! Fair play
to skilful Lions side for contributing to what has been a wonderful spectacle. | wish
both clubs every success over the coming season and will check out their future
results with keen interest.

The game played on a newly mown surface (completed just ahead of kick-off to
give off that unmistakable aroma which fills the air), was attended by a very vocal
and supportive crowd helping to create a cracking atmosphere at pitch side.
Although the facilities here are quite basic, the club has much needed access to a
small portacabin adjacent to the neighboring Woodland Primary School which
provides the changing rooms for the players. If you stand along the far side of the
pitch, there is a small path beside a tarmacked basketball court from where you
can watch the game. From here you might even spot a couple of floodlights
peeking out from behind the trees on the horizon opposite - these belong to
Craven Park (less than half a mile away), home to recently crowned Super League
treble winners Hull Kingston Rovers, no less!

Car watch - as | got back to the Wraymobile afterwards, | noticed a group of
youths running away into the distance, stopping only briefly to look back in my
direction as they fled into the estate. As | walked around to open the boot, | soon
spotted that two large red crosses had been sprayed down the driver’s side of the
car - one over the back window and the other covering the front wheel hub
cap...although | was a bit fed up (to put it mildly), | thought it best not to go and




find the culprits and so avoid any further trouble. Luckily, when | got back home
later, | managed to remove the evidence with soap, hot water and a bit of elbow
grease, realizing that the damage could have been a lot worse - according to local
news reports incidents like this in support of nationalism is part of a growing and
worrying trend, no doubt a sign of the times (literally) we live in. It’s never dull in
Hull, as we say up here! Have fun wherever you go and be careful where you park
your car, just in case it becomes the next graffiti magnet...

FGIF Match Rating: 4* FGIF Ground Rating: 2*

R No.10: WebEd - Saturday 11th October 2025; Edenthorpe (v Adwick Park
Foresters); Doncaster Saturday League Division One; Kick-Off: 2pm; Venue: Howard
Pavilion, Scott Crescent, Edenthorpe, Doncaster, South Yorks; DN3 2PT; Result: 1-
2; Admission: Free; Programme: None; Attendance: 18.

A CRACKING ADVERT FOR DONNY FOOTBALL

|t’s a beautiful sunny autumn afternoon on the north bank of the Humber and
incredible to think that we are fast approaching mid-October. It’s the perfect day
to take in a game and, true to form, | have decided to visit another new club who
have joined the ranks of senior football for the first time this season on my travels.
Having ticked off four new teams in consecutive weeks, it’s becoming quite a
hopping habit lately. My trip to Edenthorpe located about four miles to the north
east of Doncaster, takes only forty-five minutes to complete (via the M18 coming
off at junction four, sign-posted Doncaster Racecourse) and | arrive in good time
ahead of kick-off for this eagerly anticipated Doncaster League Division One
fixture.

According to its superb website (where all the pages are neatly laid out in
distinctive blue and yellow branding - the club colours), Edenthorpe Football Club
is a true community-based grassroots club providing football opportunities for




everyone in the local area. Established back in 1988, the club now runs over forty
teams for all abilities ranging from youngsters, both boys and girls (beginning at
under seven level) through to under 18’s and adult open age level for men and
women. They also organize disability and walking football events. To cater for this
demand, an increasing number of dedicated qualified coaches and volunteers help
to run the vast nhumber of teams with support both on and off the field. Last year
the club achieved its status as Community Interest Company (CIC), recognizing its
fast-growing popularity and social standing, allowing any profits made to be
reinvested into the club. What a great achievement.

The club itself, hemmed in on all four sides by residential housing, is found at the
end of a cul-de-sac along Scott Crescent with a short driveway leading to the main
club entrance and car park behind. Pride of place here goes to the modern
changing facility named the Howard Pavilion built in 2012 with funds donated by
the main benefactor and the Edenthorpe Parish Council. Complete with angled
roof and a large name board (displaying what looks like a large wild cat) affixed to
the front wall, it houses the changing rooms for the players and has a small glass
fronted trophy cabinet crammed full of silverware just inside the entrance to the
building. A couple of benches are found outside on a smart patio area next to the
playing field. An adjacent (fenced off) building storing all the grounds’ equipment
is filled with mini goals used by the many junior teams based here. The two full-
sized pitches marked out on the grass run parallel to each other with the main one
being roped off along the nearside only. In keeping with the club décor both sets
of goal nets, and all four corner flags are also fashioned in customary blue and
yellow patterns. As expected at this level there is no pitch side furniture for
spectators or teams at present.

The club has so far made an encouraging start to life in the league and currently
sit mid-table of Division One having won a couple of games including a well-
deserved 2-1 victory over Bridon last Saturday. Today Edenthorpe are entertaining
current league leaders Adwick Park Foresters, who by a quirk of fate or some
dodgy planning by the league fixtures secretary, only met two weeks ago in the
reverse fixture, which ended 6-3 to the ‘Foggies’. Although it’s going to be a tough
game for the hosts maybe they have a point (or three) to prove which adds a bit
more interest and spice to the match, especially on the back of their much-
improved performance seven days ago.

The game turns out to be a real thriller and one of the best I’ve seen so far in this
league over the last couple of years, at least. As anticipated Edenthorpe find the
going difficult for large parts of the ninety minutes against a strong, well-
organized and skillful team. With their backs to the wall for most of the first half,
they do well to keep a clean sheet as the game remains goalless going into the
half-time interval. However, in keeping with the ‘formbook’ it’s the visitors who
open their account scoring moments after the break when Ryan Lambert (46)
receives a defence-splitting through pass to drill the ball under the keeper. Within
ten minutes Adwick then double their lead through Callum Marshall (55), who fires
the ball home from outside the box in what is a terrific strike to make it 2-0. Just
when you fear the worst for a young, inexperienced Edenthorpe side, they
somehow manage (against the run of play) to pull one back almost immediately
when Bobby Machin (57) lobs the advancing keeper to make it 1-2. The goal is




hotly disputed (quite rightly) for offside and to everyone present, apart from the
referee, should not be allowed to stand. But it does. Where’s VAR when you need
it? Despite further chances created at both ends there are no more goals, and the
Foresters claim the three points to extend their lead at the top of the table - the
score does not reflect the balance of play but in the end, it’s the right result. The
match played in beautiful warm sunny conditions (I was dressed in a T-Shirt and
shorts throughout) on a lovely well—grassed surface, attracted almost twenty fans
with several making the short ten-mile journey from the village of Adwick-le-
Street to get here. For those avid Take That fans out there, you might be
interested to learn that a certain Mr Gary Barlow was in fact today’s match referee
- a different one perhaps but he certainly showed plenty of ‘patience’ throughout
the game!!

It had been another enjoyable Donny Hop. Although this is not a very well
publicized league, | have found it to be a very enjoyable competition to watch
with some decent teams making up the constitution. Sadly, there are only six sides
left in this division at present which doesn’t bode well for its future longevity, but
| hope it can survive what seems to be a worrying trend seen in the grassroots
game up and down the country. A visit to Edenthorpe Football Club with its hard-
working members at the helm definitely comes highly recommended to all football
fans and travellers alike and, like me, you should receive a warm welcome when
you go there. In the meantime, if you get chance check out the club’s superb
website by clicking HERE to find out more - what’s not to like? The joys of hopping
on the banks of the River Don continue, hopefully for some time to come...

FGIF Match Rating: 3* FGIF Ground Rating: 3*

R No.9: WebEd - Saturday 4th October 2025; Anlaby Rangers (v Riccall United);
East Riding FA County FA Qualifying Cup Round 1; Kick-Off: 2pm; Venue: Costello



https://www.edenthorpefc.com/

Playing Field, Anlaby Park Road North, Hull, East Yorks; HU4 6XQ; Result: 2-10;
Admission: Free; Programme: None; Attendance: 14.

WHEN A STORM IS BREWING...

Less than two miles up the road and within easy walking distance from FGIF HQ,

the Costello Playing Field and the clubs who play on it have certainly come to my
footy rescue on more than one occasion over the last few years. In fact, | can say
with hand on heart that all my visits here have come not out of choice but rather
necessity. Not to go into finer detail but the venue has been the place to go to
when all else fails: for instance, when the trusty Wraymobile has broken down
(throwing a spanner in the works, if you pardon the pun), I’ve felt really unwell, or
some last-minute emergency has cropped up. How can | forget losing my car keys
moments before heading out to a game, something which incidentally happened
almost a year ago to the day. It’s true. Despite such adversity, | still managed to
get to a game at Costello seconds ahead of kick-off. In hopping parlance, a trip to
the hallowed turf in HU4 has simply been THE Plan B to end all Plan Bs when it
comes to getting in my footy fix. Today is another classic example.

With the recent weather bulletins forecasting heavy rain and gusty winds ‘oop
north (in most of Yorkshire) and an ‘Amber’ alert warning in place for the entire
weekend, | decide to cut my losses and try and find a game closer home. The
meteorologists have got it spot on, and by midday the rain still is lashing down at
the windows in what have been mini hurricane conditions (slight exaggeration
here) since the storm (Amy) began in the early hours of the morning.

By sheer luck two new clubs (Anlaby Rangers and Hull Lions) who have joined the
ranks of the East Riding County League over the summer months and are on my ‘to
do’ radar, are scheduled to be ‘at home’ this afternoon and... you’ve guessed
it...both are in action on the Costello Playing Fields. Get in! The car journey takes
only five minutes and as | arrive at the windswept multi-pitch site (next to the
athletics track) | notice that many of the players (from the three games that are
going ahead) have already arrived with the last few stragglers making their way
across to the other side of the field on Anlaby Park Road North.

By now | have made my mind up to follow the fortunes of Anlaby Rangers Football
Club who are entertaining Selby-based Riccall United FC, members of the York
League, in the opening round of the East Riding County FA Qualifying Cup. The
game is to be played on pitch number one - the furthest one away from the car
park - and it’s a bit of a struggle battling against the strong crosswinds to get there
but being a glutton for punishment, I’m always up for a challenge!

The adjoining village of Anlaby is only a couple of miles from the ground with
Anlaby Rangers only entering the county league scene back in July. Many of the
players joined from ex-ERCL side Greenwood Athletic who sadly folded over the
summer months due to financial reasons. Rangers who are plying their trade in
division four (out of six that make up the constitution) have not found the going
easy so far this season currently propping up the table on the back of three defeats
including a heavy 10-2 thrashing here by Sporting Club Hull on the opening day of




the season. By contrast Riccall find themselves in the top half of the YFL third
division and have, with one win and two draws to their name, made an unbeaten
start to their campaign. For the neutral it is always interesting to compare the
relative status of both teams in a ‘one-off’ fixture like this and as it is still very
early days of the new football season, anything could happen as they say.

However, despite the totally unexpected scoreline that is played out before me
(incredibly it’s my second goal-buster witnessed in consecutive weeks), today’s
game sadly will be remembered for all the wrong reasons. Before the cup game
started there was an enforced delay and much discussion between the personnel of
both teams when it transpired that the appointed match referee had not turned
up. Eventually, a decision was made to get the game underway with the coaches
from each side agreeing to officiate for half the game, swapping roles at the half-
time break, if that makes sense.

It didn’t take very long for the visitors to assert their authority and superior skill,
commanding a comfortable three goal lead within the first twenty-five minutes. It
was the third goal, however, that changed the course of the game and dare | say
it, the general atmosphere - the home players clearly felt hard done by claiming
that the scorer of the last goal received the ball in an offside position before
slotting the ball home (they had a point and even from where | was standing the
goal should have been chalked off).

As the players walked back to half-way for the re-start a member of the away side
and a spectator started to clash before an almighty brawl ensued close to the far
touchline. As all hell was let loose, it wasn’t pleasant to see punches being thrown
in the melee that followed. With the stand-in referee (for the away team) clearly
unable to regain control, both sets of players eventually were persuaded to retire
to the opposite sides of the pitch in order to restore a bit of calm. After a break
that lasted almost ten minutes and incredibly without any cautions given to the
main protagonists, the game finally re-started.

With Riccall adding three more goals to their tally and the hosts pulling one back it
wasn’t long before tempers started to flare up once again. This time the (larger
than life!) home keeper who had spent most of the half retrieving the ball from
out of the back of his own goal net, found himself on the receiving end of a hefty
challenge. He quickly lost it and in a split second began taking his gloves off before
landing a right upper cut on the aggressor. It looked extremely serious with the
forward clutching his face and writhing in agony on the wet grass. | actually felt
sick at what | had seen. Immediately the referee blew his whistle, bringing the
game to an abrupt end. Clearly thinking the match had just been abandoned at
this point, | started packing the camera back into my rucksack and was ready to
head back to the car. With both sets of players now off the pitch | thought that
was it and there would be no way that the game should be allowed to re-start
after observing some of the worst behaviour seen on a football pitch for some
time. It really was that bad.

Incredibly and much to the surprise of the dozen or so frozen souls gathered in the
breezy conditions at pitch side, the game resumed for what appeared to be the
second half - it became clear that the players had changed ends with a new




referee (the home manager) now taking up the whistle. Surely not? As the half
progressed and with the threat of another outburst always imminent, it turned out
to be a much calmer forty-five minutes. As the strength of the wind eased and the
sun made a welcome brief appearance, we eventually witnessed some football
without any major stoppages.

For the record, the game eventually finished with an unexpected 2-10 scoreline.
But still there was more trouble brewing after the final whistle had sounded when
the home keeper (yes him again) clearly appeared to have some unfinished
business as he made his way over to threaten one of the visiting fans; thankfully it
didn’t happen after his quick-thinking teammates managed to reach him first by
physically restraining and escorting him off the field. Unbelievably, he hadn’t been
cautioned throughout the entire game. You couldn’t make it up...

What should have been an enjoyable competitive game actually turned out to be a
really unpleasant experience and one that will leave a nasty taste in the mouth for
some time to come. As much as | want to watch a decent game of football and one
that lasts a full ninety minutes, | cannot condone what happened out there on the
pitch this afternoon - the match should have been abandoned long before half-
time. Surely, it’s up to all clubs to be accountable for the actions of their players
no matter what level they play at. As always, it’s equally disappointing when an
appointed referee doesn’t turn up to officiate a game without any prior notice.
Obviously, it may not be their fault and there may be a valid reason for their no-
show so we should give them some benefit of the doubt. It certainly doesn’t
advertise the county FA in its best light and gives a much revered and long-
established cup competition the credit it definitely deserves. Rant over. As they
say up here, it’s never dull in Hull...

FGIF Match Rating: 1* FGIF Ground Rating: 2*




R No.8: WebEd - Saturday 27th September 2025; Brayton (v Walnut Tree); York FA
Junior Cup Round 1; Kick-Off: 2pm; Venue: Brayton Academy, Doncaster Road,
Selby, North Yorks; YO8 7AG; Result: 10-4; Admission: Free; Programme: None;
Attendance: 25.

A GOALTASTIC CUP TIE

This afternoon I’m on my way to the outskirts of Selby to take in an eagerly
awaited York FA Junior Cup tie. The game features new boys Brayton FC who are
entertaining fellow YFL side Walnut Tree in a compelling first-round tie. The club
plays its games at the Braydon Academy; an 11-16 comprehensive school located
just off Doncaster Road and is easily reached from the M62 (junction 36) by passing
the huge and imposing Drax Power Station chimneys near to Camblesforth on route
to the village. The journey from FGIF HQ only lasts forty minutes and with virtually
clear roads, | make good time, getting there well ahead of kick-off. The football
pitches are marked out to the rear of the school site and are soon visible in the
distance as you arrive at the main entrance and car park found off the main
driveway.

After making my way across the field to the main pitch (which is massive, by the
way) | meet up with the Brayton first team gaffer Luke Knight who is putting his
side through the final bits of their pre-match warm up routine at pitch side. With
the lads chomping at the bit to get started his team talk doesn’t take too long and
once we have exchanged pleasantries and taken a couple of team photos Luke
briefly tells me a little bit about his new charges. Formed over the summer
months, the club has attracted many of its players from the now defunct YFL
Cawood Reserves who (along with their first team) disbanded a couple of years
ago. He explained that many of the players had become frustrated at being asked
to turn out for the first team when they struggled to field a side for its fixtures.
Luke added: “They simply lost the camaraderie and the fun of playing as a settled
team and wanted a new challenge. So, here we are...”’.

They’ve certainly made a cracking start to life in the YFL beating a young
Boroughbridge Development side here by a 9-1 scoreline a fortnight ago before
going down narrowly 4-3 to league leaders Duncombe Park last Saturday leaving
them in mid table. By contrast visitors Walnut Tree who play at York University
have found the going extremely tough suffering three hefty defeats to prop up the
rest of the sides in the twelve-team table. For the footy ground ticking neutral, it
would strongly suggest on paper, at least, that Brayton would be the most likely
side to secure a victory and earn a place in the next round of the competition.

My prediction proved correct in what turned out to be a high-scoring, totally
absorbing and eventful match. Indeed, there was barely enough time to get settled
on my snapper’s stool at pitch side before | was reaching into the rucksack for my
FGIF MSC (Match Stats Card) and pen to log down the first goal. Timed on fifty
seconds, it was the hosts who opened the scoring from a curling corner-kick which
evaded everyone with the ball rebounding off the back post and into the net.
Within five minutes the visitors were back in it courtesy of a superb direct free-
kick taken from outside the box - no one on the pitch could work out why the kick




had been given other than the over-fussy referee (but more about him later).
Brayton regained the lead once again as the visitors restored parity, making it 2-2.
As the hosts found their rhythm, they soon took advantage of some sloppy
defending and by the break had made it 6-2, a totally surreal half-time score to
say the least.

There was no further scoring until the final fifteen minutes of the game when yet
again, a bit like in the first half, another flurry of goals occurred late on. The hosts
managed to hit double figures whilst the Walnut Tree boys added two more to
their own tally leaving the result at a breath-taking 10-4 including two hat-tricks
with both Ross Hall (for the home side) and Chibuchi Amada-Livingstone (away
team) achieving the feat. Incredibly the final score could have been even greater
when you consider that Brayton also missed a penalty and had another goal
disallowed for offside. Despite the obvious thrashing the visitors from Heslington
must nevertheless wonder how they scored four goals on their travels and still
leave with nothing to show for their efforts! They played their part in contributing
to an entertaining game. For the neutral it was fun logging all the goals on my MSC
knowing that the average goals per game column looked much improved compared
to that of recent weeks. | can’t imagine seeing another high-scoring game like this
all season and tempt fate wondering if my next game will end goalless - watch this
space!

As you would expect, a basic school venue such as this offers little comfort for the
players or spectators with no pitch-side furniture or even perimeter rope. It’s
crazy to think how many chairs there are inside the main buildings but none on the
field! The match, played on a very large and well grassed pitch took place in
mainly in breezy conditions, attracted just over twenty spectators including the
club chairman who was a fellow road bike fan.

Ref watch - before concluding my ramble, | must mention the match referee who
took charge (literally) of the game this afternoon. From the moment he arrived to
the final whistle he made his presence felt throughout the game in what can
politely be described as most ‘officious’ (the words jobs and worth come to mind
here). From the second he stepped onto the field he complained about the goal
nets not been properly tied down; he then found a small mole hill near to the
corner flag which needed filling immediately (otherwise he threatened to abandon
the game); he spoke (barked) at the players showing them little or no respect; was
inconsistent in his decision-making relating to punishing fouls and spent too long
booking players (even those on the side lines). To cap it off he walked back to the
changing rooms at half-time (300 yards away on the school site) and took a full
fifteen minutes before reappearing - in fact many thought he had got in a strop,
simply left the site and gone home! One spectator thought the car leaving the
grounds belonged to him, but it was in fact one of the players’ mums heading to
work! Clearly, he was having a bad day at the office made more obvious by his
negative body language - with arms folded and a frown on his face, this said it all.
It makes you wonder why he had bothered turning up in the first place if he wasn’t
going to let anyone enjoy playing a game of football (for FGIF sake we are talking
about YFL Division Three level here, after all). Rant over - being a qualified ref
myself | don’t want to bash our match officials who do a sterling job every week
up and down the country (well most of them!).




Needless to say, a trip to the Brayton Academy to watch one of the league’s
newest teams comes highly recommended to all footy hoppers. You’ll definitely
receive a warm welcome (and maybe plenty of goals) from the players, staff and
fans alike when you make a visit here. The joys of taking in high-scoring games
continues...have fun wherever you go!

FGIF Match Rating: 3* FGIF Ground Rating: 2*

R No.7: WebEd - Saturday 20th September 2025; AFC Willerby (v Fishers AFC);
East Riding County League Division Four; Kick-Off: 2pm; Venue: King George V PF,
Beverley Road, Kirkella, East Yorks; HU10 7AG; Result: 1-2; Admission: Free;
Programme: None; Attendance: 25.

SOUL SEARCHING ON A (VERY) SOGGY SATURDAY

The life of a hopper can be quite challenging at times. Certain things can test our

mettle and really make us think about our sanity. We have all been there and have
from time-to-time uttered variations of well-used stock phrases (with expletives
often thrown in for good measure) like: Why am | doing this?’, ‘I’ve had enough...’
and even ‘FFS, I’m done with this hobby...". Soul searching and catastrophizing
occurs when something doesn’t go our hopping way: for example, the car suddenly
breaks down or we end up in dreaded motorway traffic jam on the way to a game;
the train is cancelled at the last minute with only a replacement bus on hand or a
game is postponed just as we arrive at the ground. It might even be something less
stressful like the lack of a matchday programme or perhaps when the weather




takes a turn for the worst - without doubt all things that can annoy us and spoil the
course of our day...for the football ground collector this is devastating but to
others it can be highly irrational behaviour. For me, today is one of those days,
literally.

It’s now eight o’clock on Saturday morning and the rain is absolutely ‘rodding’ it
down in HU13. It has been like this all night (waking us up on more than one
occasion) and looks set to continue for the rest of the day. As | come downstairs at
breakfast Mrs W opens the curtains, looks out of the window and with a wry smile
on her face says: ‘I’l don’t suppose you’re off to footy today, are you?’ I’m not
sure if this is a rhetorical question but | reply with a bit of a grunt. | selfishly check
my phone at regular intervals throughout the morning both to see if any local
games are still on and what the weather will be like later on nearer kick-off time -
there are, and it’s still set to hammer it down with rain. Thinking of even going to
a game in these conditions is slightly bonkers but actually setting off in the car in
the hope of watching some footy is bordering on complete madness. | make my
mind up and hope for the best: Mrs W just smiles knowingly as | leave the house
and climb into the car. Within seconds I’m soaked and haven’t gone anywhere yet.
Like someone possessed | continue on my journey with the windscreen wipers on
full blast into the neighbouring village of Kirkella (just over two miles from FGIF
HQ). As | turn off Beverley Road and make my way along the narrow driveway, |
soon notice plenty of other cars parked up facing the playing field. It’s not long
before | spot that the goal nets and corner flags are in place and the players are
starting to come out of the tiny pavilion onto the adjacent pitch. | feel an
immediate and overwhelming sense of euphoria come over me - it’s almost like a
quick-acting anesthetic has been shot into my veins! Despite all the odds its GAME
ON!!!

Although | haven’t been here for a long time, the ‘Recca’ as it is affectionately
referred to was familiar territory to me and my schoolmates back in the day
(that’s forty-five years ago to be more precise) when | used to play as a young,
skinny and very average central defender for Westella & Willerby FC in the ERCL.
Gosh how time has flown by since then?! Although the long-established Saturday
club folded a few years ago, I’'m pleased to say that senior football has once again
returned to the area in the guise of new boys AFC Willerby (no connection to the
old set up) who have joined the county league for the first time after being formed
only three months ago in the summer. Today they are taking on fellow league
debutants Fisher AFC in a division four fixture in what is seen as a ‘top of the
table’ clash after both sides have made unbeaten starts to their campaign (yes,
tables already exist and can be seen on ERCL Full-Time pages).

With the wind and rain gathering pace | manage to get out of the car, open the
boot and add a few waterproof layers over my already wet attire before heading
pitch side. | grab a brolly which to be honest is totally useless in the wind but may
stop some of the rain reaching my clothes. Within seconds my theory proves
correct as a strong gust gets underneath the canopy and turns the whole thing
inside out - creating a mini battle to correct it. Before composing myself, | place
the tip down into the ground which causes the whole shaft to buckle before
breaking into two pieces. | am now left holding the brolly with a modified and




much shorter handle, literally no wider than my grip. Expletives and the phrase
‘Wally with the Brolly’ come to mind here!!!

Still, I persevere and stand close to half-way alongside three other drenched souls
- two females wearing trendy, colourful ponchos and the other, a male relative,
huddled under an enormous fisherman’s umbrella which immediately creates a
feeling of inadequacy in me! | just about manage to take a few hasty photos,
retrieving the camera sporadically from under my coat whilst trying to wipe the
rain off the lens with a damp cloth before pressing the shutter. Trying to do this
whilst holding on to the remains of my brolly is futile and not multi-tasking at its
best | can tell you!! By half-time I’m thoroughly soaked and decide to cut my losses
by jettisoning the umbrella into a litter bin just outside the changing rooms.

As the second half begins the rain comes down even harder and | seek refuge under
some trees behind the goal - it’s now that | begin to | question my sanity thinking:
What am | doing here?? | must be totally mad. A young mum looks on as her three-
year-old excitedly jumps in and out of a massive puddle alongside the pavilion - at
least someone is enjoying themselves, | suppose. To rub salt in the wounds the
camera has now decided to pack up having taken on board enough water for one
afternoon. With only ten minutes of the game remaining | head back over to the
edge of the car park, still able to watch the action under the branches of a tree
and close enough to get back into the car and make a quick getaway. The final
whistle sounds and with a great sense of relief | am (sodden to the skin) finally on
my way back to FGIF HQ. Phew!!

Going back to the football bit again | should mention having a brief chat with Dean
Holgate the new AFC Willerby chairman who explained enthusiastically how the
side came into being. Like many great ideas, it happened during the course of a
few beers in the pub one night when some members of the AFC Willerby Men’s
Veterans side (formed a couple of years ago with two sides in the Hull Veterans
League) decided to create an open age team. After signing up a few players from
Hull United FC who wanted a new challenge and some more youngsters from the
local junior leagues, the team made a successful application to the county league,
and the rest is modern history.

Despite the incessant rain both sides adapted well to the difficult conditions and
contributed to what was a really entertaining game of football and a great advert
for the league. The visitors from East Hull took the league when a terrific, crossed
ball from the right was met by Louis Rowbottom (10) who slid in (literally) to poke
the ball under the oncoming keeper from six yards out. The hosts got back into the
game and levelled matters ten minutes before the break as Ashley Elliott (35)
lobbed the keeper from the edge of the area to make it 1-1 at half-time. It was
Fishers who took control of the second half to take all three points back to their
Courtland Road base in North Hull when Jordan Simpson (70) drilled the ball
through a group of players to beat the unsighted keeper at his near post. The
game, played on a well-drained pitch which did a superb job, attracted just over
twenty drenched spectators, most of whom showed great resolve in lasting the full
ninety minutes without any rain cover at pitch side!




After getting home totally drenched, | was well-pleased to get out of the rain and
change into some dry clothes before watching the final results appear on the Sky
Sports Football channel. In hindsight It had certainly been a testing afternoon for
the football ground-collecting neutral. It did beg the question: why would anyone
in their right mind stand in the continuous driving rain on a basic playing field and
get a thoroughly good soaking for a good two hours? For most rational-thinking
people the answer would be a resounding: | don’t know! But as fellow hoppers
reading this can testify, our hobby is far from rational and probably demonstrates
some underlying obsessive-compulsive type of behaviour. So, after this afternoon’s
experience, | wonder if I’ll be daft enough to do the same thing all over again in
the coming weeks? | think I’ll leave you to be the judge of that one...

FGIF Match Rating: 3* FGIF Ground Rating: 2*

. e

R No.6: WebEd - Saturday 6th September 2025; Watergate (v Helperby United);
York Football League Division One; Kick-Off: 2pm; Venue: York St John’s University
4G, Haxby Road, York, North Yorks; YO31 8TA; Result: 4-1; Admission: Free;
Programme: None; Attendance: 12.

NESTLE-ING UNDER THE SHADOWS OF A CHOCOLATE FACTORY

The main sports facilities at the York St John’s University are based at the superb

Sports Park located on Haxby Road which ‘as the crow flies’ is about a mile to the
north of the city centre itself. The university acquired the site back in 2012,
London Olympic year. A multi-million-pound redevelopment included the creation
of a brand new 3G pitch for both football and rugby league with additional
facilities also featuring grass pitches, outdoor tennis courts, a sprint track, sports
barn and strength and conditioning suites. In January 2021, three new indoor
tennis courts were opened and made available for both students and the public
alike. Sports fans may not be aware that the Sports Park is used as the main




training facilities for York Knights RLFC (members of the RL Championship, the
second tier after Super League) and as part of £1 million investment a 4G pitch
matching the specifications of York Community Stadium (home of National League
side, York City FC) was built. In addition, during the 2021 Rugby League World
Cup, the site also hosted the Cook Islands women’s team and was the venue for
the warm-up match between the York Valkyrie and the Papua New Guinea
Orchids on 20 October 2022.

I’m here today to take in my second York Football League game of the season with
hosts Watergate taking on Helperby United in an eagerly awaited division one
fixture. My journey from FGIF HQ to the Sports Park takes less than an hour to
complete with the city’s ring road being fairly quiet of traffic for a change but | do
manage to get lost in the final stages as my last turn sees me ending up in the
historical Nestle chocolate factory grounds over the road instead! In hindsight it’s
probably a great place to be (the chocolate factory) if you are a big fan of their
ever-popular brands including KitKat, Smarties and Milky Bar - sadly been a fully
qualified chocoholic, that’s me! It’s not long before | perform a U-turn and find
the main car park in front of the impressive red-brick sports centre building on the
opposite side of the road.

A quick check on the excellent pages of Full-Time before setting out tells me that
the game this afternoon is taking place on the university grass pitches which are
only a short (five minute) walk further along the road from the main car park.
However, there is a bit of last-minute confusion as the centre manager confirms
that the game has in fact been switched to the brand new 4-G pitch next to the
main entrance. He is of course right and within five minutes most of the players
can be seen heading back and making their way into the floodlit cage ahead of
kick-off.

Unlike many of these so-called plastic pitches this one is set in a beautiful tree-
lined location rather than in a sterile space as is usually the case. Entrance to the
facility is at the far side with access along a narrow patch running in between the
cage (behind the goal) and the sports centre gym. There is a dedicated spectator
viewing area close the main gate, but | managed to get close to pitch side to take
some website photos. The springy playing surface, containing a unique cork-based
pale-coloured crumb, is superb; the pitch lines are all newly painted and unlike
nearly all the artificial pitches I’ve been to in the past, this one has a dual goal
arrangement where the football goals are moved into place in front of the rugby
posts. As it was a beautiful sunny afternoon the lack of any dedicated spectator
cover or subs benches didn’t matter on this occasion - something that might be
important factor for a visitor attending games here in the more inclement winter
months perhaps.

Watergate Football Club, a relatively new team (only formed just over a year ago)
are sponsored by the trendy plush Watergate Inn based in the city centre. Many of
their players used to play at one time or another for the St John’s University
Football Club but when their funding was cut recently by the authorities, they
made a decision to leave and play for Watergate FC instead. Although games in the
YFL Premier Division have already started, those in the other three (lower)
divisions haven’t, so this is in fact the club’s opening league game of the new




campaign. It should be interesting to see how they progress having moved up from
division four last season in the league’s constitution for 2025-26.

For the record it’s Watergate who win the game taking all three points with a
convincing 4-1 victory to get their season off to a great start. The competitive
match is much closer than the result might suggest with the visitors opening the
scoring when Stephen Ferguson (7) takes advantage of a poor back pass and nips in
to score from point blank range. Even I’d score from there...Captain Liam
Chippendale (11) fires home with a deflected shot from close quarters to level the
scores before adding a second (22) ten minutes later to give Watergate a deserved
2-1 lead at the break. With fifteen minutes to go it’s Harvey Martin (75) who slips
the ball under the hapless keeper to add a third before Chippendale (79)
completes the scoring by bagging himself a terrific hat-trick as he fires the ball
home with a well-guided shot from the edge of the box. No doubt the hosts (well
maybe the odd one or two) will be dancing outside the Watergate Inn tonight. The
game, played in beautiful sunshine throughout, was attended by only twelve
spectators, my lowest total so far, with the majority having travelled across York
to support the visitors.

For the obsessive footy neutral it had been another enjoyable trip to take in some
more York Football League action. The stats anorak in me can reveal this now
takes my tally to 34 ticks out of the current 52 clubs that play in the competition.
In other words, and if my basic maths is right, this means | still need to visit 18
more clubs to complete the entire league. However, as we all know this can all
change from one season to another as more clubs join (and a few leave) the
constitution, which undoubtedly adds to all the wonderful hopping excitement.
Have fun wherever you go on your travels to places near and far...

FGIF Match Rating: 3* FGIF Ground Rating: 3*




R No.5: WebEd - Saturday 30th August 2025; Dunscroft United (v West End
Terriers); Doncaster Saturday League Premier Division; Kick-Off: 1pm; Venue:
Dunscroft Welfare Ground, Broadway, Dunscroft, Doncaster, South Yorks; DN7 4HD;
Result: 3-1; Admission: Free; Programme: None; Attendance: 33.

A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE...

|’m taking part in the much-awaited annual Selby Three Swans cycling Sportive

tomorrow and really need to conserve as much energy as possible ahead of a busy
race day. It’s a lovely event on flat roads and | can’t wait. Thankfully, all the bike
and kit preparation has been completed in good time which takes the aggro out of
doing stuff at the last minute. So apart from sorting my nutrition - gels and hydro
drinks, I’m pretty much done and dusted. Although I’m in two minds as to whether
to head out to a game or not, | have a quick look anyway at the local fixtures
(within an hour’s drive of FGIF HQ) to see if anything interesting crops up. | notice
that Doncaster Saturday League side Dunscroft United are playing at home in an
important Premier Division fixture this afternoon. This sounds promising as the
ground is not too far to get to from the M18 motorway. As | flag up the match
details on Full-Time | spot that the kick-off has been brought forward to 1pm, with
the game starting an hour earlier than it normally should. This sounds very
tempting. It’s not long before | convince myself | should be back home in good
time to do a final pre-race check and still get a good night’s rest. So much for
taking the afternoon off - as they say once a hopper, always a hopper!

The club plays its games at the well-appointed Dunscroft Welfare Ground (about
seven miles to the north east of Doncaster) which is only a short drive from
junction 5 of the M18/M180 using the B1358. The narrow entrance found off
Broadway (almost opposite Ingram Road) is clearly signposted at roadside. A short
driveway leads down to the car park with the ground and pavilion situated on the
right-hand side. When | arrive the whole place is a hive of activity with a local fair




taking place on the opposite field (this accounted for the earlier kick-off time).
It’s a wonderful ‘old’ venue for playing and watching football comprising of six
tall, thin floodlight pylons, a large covered stand with four rows of bench seating
behind the goal at the near end, a tidy perimeter wall surrounding the pitch and
neat brick-built dug outs close to half-way on the far side. The busy social club
with a bar is found in an adjoining courtyard over to the right.

Football travellers may be familiar with the set up as it was once home to Hatfield
Main FC, former members of the Northern Counties East League (1982-2003) before
joining the Central Midlands League (2005-2010). More recently they rejoined the
Doncaster Senior League (a competition they played in shortly after their
formation in 1913) before resigning and disbanding as a club after ninety-nine
years in existence. They did make a brief appearance for one season only (2021-22)
playing in the DSL but nothing since then. According to my records | did make a
previous visit here to watch Hatfield Main play Louth United in a CML P game
(result: 1-0; attendance: 376) attending as part of an organized groundhop on
06/04/2007. Pertinently an old winding gear wheel sculpture representing the
neighboring Hatfield Main Colliery (1921-2015) and paying tribute to all those
worked there sits proudly in a small, recessed area at the front of the ground along
Broadway.

Dunscroft United only joined the Doncaster Saturday League a year ago when they
achieved a creditable fifth place (out of ten teams) in the Premier Division.
Notably they were one of only two clubs to have the distinction of beating current
league champions Rossington winning 6-5, in a thrilling game played at the Welfare
Ground at the end of last year.

Today is the club’s second game of the campaign, having already beaten a young
Rossington Development side 4-1 here two weeks ago. They continue their early
good run of form, winning more comfortably than the 3-1 scoreline suggests
against a dogged West End Terriers side (from Hemsworth). For the record the
visitors take an early lead when Braiden Barry (13) nets from a superb direct free-
kick taken from outside the box. United leave it late in the half to equalize when
Liam Norris (45+2) taps the ball in at the back post in stoppage time. They then
take the lead moments after the break when a long shot from Tyler Harrison (47)
beats the unsighted keeper before adding a third (and all the points) ten minutes
from time when the unmarked Tommy Smith (79) bustles the ball over the line
following a corner. The game played on a large bone-hard, parched and straw-
coloured pitch in beautiful sunny conditions attracts just over thirty spectators.
The gaffer Danny Ronan is pleased with the result and tells me that he has
strengthened his squad over the summer months and hopes to improve on last
season’s mid table placing. On this evidence they look a well-organised side, and |
shall look out for their results with keen interest over the coming weeks. Watch
this space! Ref watch - once again | was more than pleasantly surprised to see
three match officials take charge of this game. Apparently, this is the norm for
Premier Division games with only a referee appointed for the Division One
matches. This is so refreshing to see these days especially when referees are often
hard to find or don’t even bother turning up to games in some leagues (no names
mentioned). Short rant over!




Another superb hop to another friendly, welcoming club. A visit to Dunscroft
United FC comes highly recommended to all footy fans and hoppers alike. The joys
of hopping continue...have fun wherever you go - including those lovely old grounds
with a proud history... and finally, let’s hope this terrific weather continues for a
few more weeks to come which reminds me | better pack the sun cream in my
saddle bag before heading out in the morning to Selby.

FGIF Match Rating: 3* FGIF Ground Rating: 4*

R No.4: WebEd - Tuesday 26th August 2025; Howden AFC (v Poppleton); York
Football League Premier Division; Kick-Off: 8.05pm; Venue: Snaith School 4G,
Pontefract Road, Snaith, East Yorks; DN14 9LB; Result: 1-2; Admission: Free;
Programme: None; Attendance: 35.

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

Tonight, I’m travelling from FGIF HQ to the other side of East Yorkshire (almost to

the county boundary) for my latest footy fix. My destination is the market town of
Snaith located close to the River Aire and both the M62 and M18 motorways and is
within easy reach of the neighbouring towns of Goole, Selby, Thorne and Howden
which surround it. My chosen game is taking place at Snaith School located along
Pontefract Road where Howden Football Club, members of the York Football
League, have been playing (most of) their games on the site’s floodlit 3G pitch in
recent months, including tonight’s Premier Division fixture against Poppleton.

The club has made the ‘temporary’ switch here from their recognized base at the
Howden Technology College on Derwent Road in part due to the poor state of the




grass pitches and to take advantage of the improved all-weather playing surface.
This facility also allows them to play midweek matches under floodlights and can
be used most week of the year as well. | also imagine that HTC itself is closed at
this time of the year (it’s still the summer school holidays) unlike the 3G multi-use
games area which is operated by staff at the adjacent Sports Centre throughout
the week, including most evenings.

| mentioned that the arrangement is only temporary. According to the club’s
excellent X feed (formerly twitter) Howden Football Club were granted planning
approval and permission to build a new sports hub and facilities including football
pitches by developing the land behind the school in Derwent Road. After years of
trying to achieve their goal (pardon the pun), this welcome news was received
back in 2020 during the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic. Due to problems with
admin at the time and hold-ups in construction (such as drainage) there has been a
delay in getting the project finished. It appears, according to the football
committee members, that it won’t be completed for another couple of years at
the earliest. Check out their socials for updates...

Like many plastic, caged pitches there is a sizeable viewing area along the whole
length of entrance side of the facility to accommodate spectators. Tonight’s game
starts at 8.05pm allowing previous five-a-side users enough time to vacate the site
and for the players to reposition the goals, set up the flags etc. Its perfect
choreography as the floodlights begin to illuminate the scene in time for kick-off.

Although it’s still only August, for teams in the York Football League Premier
Division, the season has been going for a couple of weeks already. Howden played
here ten days ago and lost narrowly by single goal to Osbaldwick who won 3-4.
Visitors Poppleton who have travelled down here from north east York managed to
pick up a home point following a 0-0 draw against Kirbymoorside. Both sides will
no doubt be keen to pick up their first win of the campaign and a close game is
anticipated.

After an uneventful and goalless first half, it’s the visitors who get their names on
the scoresheet first when the lively Charlie Dixon (47) stabs home at the near post
following a corner moments after the re-start. Just when it looks as though this
will be enough to seal the points, Charlie Goodwin (83) is on hand (not literally) to
prod the ball home for the equalizer seven minutes from time. But with the game
entering stoppage time the Minster Men are denied a point after their keeper
completely fluffs a back pass allowing Dixon (90+3) the easiest of opportunities
giving him enough time and space to side-foot the ball into an empty net. As the
final whistle sounds a few seconds later it signals scenes of pure joy for the
Poppleton players and total heartbreak for the hosts who deserve to get at least a
point out of the game this evening.

The match is attended by some thirty spectators including a couple of hoppers who
have travelled some distance to reach the Snaith School for tonight’s fixture. |
manage to swerve one of them who is intent on bragging about his hopping exploits
at great length rather than watching the game play out. I’m not against
celebrating achievements but would rather concentrate on the football match
itself. It’s not just me too as other spectators standing close by, also back off and




move further along the viewing area for some peace! Before writing off, | wish the
club all the best with their new project and hope it’s not too long before the
sports hub becomes a reality.

With the game ending close to ten o’clock, I still manage to get back to FGIF
Towers in good time afterwards thanks to an almost traffic-free motorway. It had
been another enjoyable hop, and a rare midweek visit for the football neutral from
the banks of the Humber. Although the club may still play some of its games from
time to time at Howden College, it’s always best for visitors to check first before
making a trip to Snaith School. Needless to say, the 3G pitch may also come in
handy for those looking for a Plan B game in wet weather or during the winter
months. Ah, the joys of using the ‘plastic card’ continues...have fun wherever you
go!

FGIF Match Rating: 3* FGIF Ground Rating: 3*

R No.3: WebEd - Wednesday 20th August 2025; Bentley Village (v Dodworth MW);
Sheffield & Hallamshire County Senior League Cup Round 2; Kick-Off: 6.45pm;
Venue: Bentley Road Recreation Ground, Doncaster, South Yorks; DN5 9TG; Result:
4-5; Admission: Free; Programme: None; Attendance: 38.

Over the summer months | decided to complete a full list of all the football

grounds that | had been to over the years. It is something I’ve been wanting to do
for some time but never got around to doing it - until now. As you can imagine,
collating statistics going back over forty years onto one spreadsheet is not an easy
task to say the least. Was this dedication or insanity? | did ask myself this a few
times as | poured over endless numbers often until the early hours with only a cup
of coffee for company. But undaunted | persevered and in the course of three
months, | managed to transfer most of the early records from a couple of old faded
notebooks (going back to the 1980’s) together with the more recent data held on
the pages of FGIF into a comprehensive and definitive list. Go to the Ramblings
section of main Reports & Review pages for more...




So, what has this got to do with my latest trip | hear you ask? After checking out
the week’s fixtures on the pages of Full-Time | noticed that Bentley Village were
taking on Dodworth Miners Welfare in an early evening Sheffield County Senior
League cup tie. | was pretty sure I’d been to Bentley in Doncaster for a game
before but could not recall the precise details. With my new aide-memoire now at
hand (literally) I could flag up the match info within a couple of clicks of the
mouse (well left-hand scrolling key). Sure enough | had been there for a game - it
was in fact an early morning fixture on the first day of an organized Central
Midlands League Groundhop nearly twenty years ago: (14/04/2006 v Askern
Welfare, CMLP, 1-1, 355). With a bit more digging | soon discovered that this old
club was later disbanded in December 2015 after failing to complete their CML
fixtures. The following season a new club called AFC Bentley (formerly Brodsworth
Welfare) was established and took their place in the CML using The Avenue ground
as their home, and still continue to play there today.

Bentley Village FC is an entirely new club and has no association whatsoever with
AFC Bentley. They only joined the Sheffield County Senior League (coming up from
the Doncaster Saturday League) last season and finished as Division Two runners up
winning twenty of their twenty-four league matches thereby gaining promotion in
their debut campaign at this level. The club is based at the Bentley ARLC and
shares the main pitch with their tenants who play in the National Conference
League Division Three. The ground is found off Bentley Road (A19) where a narrow
entrance between the row of terraced houses leads to the car park and adjoining
playing field. You know you are in rugby league country here when a small practice
pitch immediately comes into view as you continue along the driveway.

As expected, the rugby club boasts some excellent facilities, all housed in a
modern pavilion over to the left and parallel with the main pitch. The long low
pitch-roofed building fashioned from breeze blocks accommodates all the changing
rooms and a tidy social club complete with a bar area where loads of framed
photos adorn the walls. Outside there are several sturdy wooden picnic tables with
parasols, arranged neatly along the raised patio - a small, covered section at the
end doubles as a BBQ area. The entire pitch is enclosed by a low (up to waist
height) green mesh fence to give it a smart, enclosed feel. Both sets of football
goals are placed in front of the permanent rugby posts ahead of the match. Train
spotters may be interested to learn that the Leeds to Sheffield line passes behind
the furthest goal with trains running along the elevated track at frequent intervals.

As the league fixtures don’t actually begin until the end of the month, this is in
effect the first game of the season (friendlies aside) for Bentley. For visitors
Dodworth MW, however, this is their second outing having beaten Hepworth United
Development in the first round of this cup a week ago. It’s a bit of an anomaly
really - you would think that the Premier side would get a bye through to the next
round but who are we to judge? Incredibly as | arrive ahead of the scheduled
6.30pm kick-off all the players are out on the pitch going through their respective
pre-match warm-up routines.

The game turns out to be an absolute thriller for the ground collecting neutral. As
expected, the visitors dominate play and find themselves going into the break with




a well-deserved 1-3 lead. With both sides adding a further goal each the score
stands at 2-4 with only five minutes left. It looks as though Dodworth have done
enough to seal victory and take their place in the next round of the competition.
However, as the light starts to fade quickly, the game is not over with Bentley
fighting back to score twice in added time making it 4-5. With only a few seconds
left they have one more chance, but the keeper makes a terrific save to deny an
equalizer before the referee blows his whistle to signal the end of what has been a
truly breath-taking match. Phew!

The game was played on one of the worst pitches | have seen in a long time. Bone-
hard, rutted and heavily sanded, it certainly did not help the players to showcase
their skills or escape injury on what was a diabolical surface bereft of any grass
after a baking hot summer. Every challenge was met by a strong puff of dust as the
players’ boots scuffed the dry soil and top layer of sand into the air! | imagine the
ground staff here have sore knees as they crouch down and pray for rain - without
any it will only get worse in the coming weeks. A decent crowd including a few
hoppers were in attendance. For train spotters (I’'m not one) the constant passage
of freight and passenger trains throughout the evening proved a bit of a distraction
at times as they hurtled past the far end of the ground.

A trip to Bentley Village FC comes highly recommended for hoppers and footy fans
alike. If my trip was anything to go by then you’ll have an enjoyable time at what
is a very friendly club with some decent facilities. Let’s hope too that they’ve
sorted out the problem playing surface before then...the joys of hopping in
Doncaster continue...have fun wherever you go next...

FGIF Match Rating: 4* FGIF Ground Rating: 3*




R No.2: WebEd - Sunday 17th August 2025; Hull City (v Oxford United); SkyBet
Football League Championship; Kick-Off: 3pm; Venue: MKM Stadium, West Park,
Hull, East Yorks; HU3 6HU; Result: 3-2; Admission: £21.50 (concession);
Programme: 64pp, £4; Attendance: 20667.

A SUPER SUNDAY AT THE MKM

Rewind the clock just a few weeks back and Hull City had just gained a valuable
point against Portsmouth at Fratton Park. The 1-1 draw was enough (just) to
maintain their Championship status (on goal difference) and send Luton Town
down to League One. After an uncertain last few weeks many Tigers faithful had
already consigned their club to playing third tier football well before this game.
Amid the short-lived celebrations fans could not hide the fact that it had been a
dreadful season, one which had yielded their worst goal scoring record in recent
history - not only the fewest goals in the Championship but in the entire league
(apart from Carlisle United a club already doomed to life in the National League).

For the fanbase this was only the start of yet another turbulent summer. Within a
few weeks their saviour, manager Ruben Selles, brought in only five months earlier
from Reading, was shown the door. In fact, he was the fifth manager to leave the
club in similar circumstances over the last three years. To cap it all, news reports
soon revealed that the EFL had slapped a three-window embargo on the club after
alleged poor financial management when it was discovered that a number of
unpaid fees for loan players were still outstanding. Not just this but money was
also owed to local suppliers, some long-established ones, who had not been paid




for their goods and services in recent weeks. As the days passed many began
pointing the finger at Turkish owner Acun Ilicali - doubts were mounting over his
credibility - not only were the club without a manager but couldn’t sign any new
players requiring a fee (they could only get them on free transfers). As you can
imagine, negativity around the MKM was rife in the press and online, as the rumour
mill began to churn out its hateful gossip again!

But within days a bullish Alicali was determined to put things right and came out
fighting, holding several press interviews with the local media to put his side of
the story out there. Unphased he quickly turned to former Swansea City and
Burnley backroom member Martin Hodge to work as Head of Recruitment alongside
Sporting Director Jared Dublin. Next, he appointed, much to the surprise of
everyone on Humberside, the Bosnian Sergei Jakirovic as the new Head Coach
leaving Turkish League side Kayserispor to come to the MKM on an initial two-year
contract. With no funds and very little time to spare the ‘brains team’, set about
bringing some new players into the club (all on free transfers) including John
Lundstram (from Trabzonspor), Semi Ajayi (WBA), Joe Gelhardt (Leeds United),
Akin Famewo (Sheffield Wednesday) and most notably Ollie McBurnie (Las Palmas,
Spain).

After a successful pre-season which saw the Tigers remain unbeaten in all of their
six games, Jakirovic faced his toughest test yet when the Championship fixtures
began last weekend, earning a terrific 0-0 draw against the bookies early season
favourites Coventry City at the Ricoh Arena. Despite slipping up in the Carabao Cup
at Wrexham earlier in the week, going out on penalties after letting a 3-1 lead slip
late on, they did manage to put in a decent performance for most of the game
(which | saw on the Sky Football channel), Suitably encouraged by this | decided to
treat myself to concessionary match ticket for this game opting for a central seat
halfway up the Chris Chilton Stand (east side of the ground). I’'m glad | did!

Despite failing to find the back of the net in their respective opening Championship
fixtures last weekend, both sides were on the scoreboard inside the first ten
minutes. Crucially Ollie McBurnie, making his full league debut for the Tigers since
completing his move from Las Palmas this summer, had a hand in all three goals.
He made an instant impact as he played the ball out to Joe Gelhardt (2) for the on-
loan Leeds United striker to fire in at Jamie Cumming’s near post from a tight
angle. The U's soon hit back through on-loan Tottenham forward Will Lankshear
(9), who volleyed in his first senior league goal to make it 1-1. Before the mid-
point of the half the hosts regained the lead as Matt Crooks (20) finished coolly
following a lay-off from McBurnie before Cameron Brannagan (26) reacted quickest
to a headed clearance to fire in Oxford's second volleyed goal of the day and make
it 2-2 in what turned out to be a lively first half at the MKM Stadium. Despite
having almost 75% of the possession, it appeared City were going to have to settle
for a point. However, with the game now deep into stoppage time, McBurnie
(90+3) received a pass from Ryan Giles in the Oxford box, controlled the ball and
clinically finished past Cumming to secure the Tigers' first win of the season and
send the home fans wild almost raising the MKM roof in the process. Apart from
grabbing the three points it was a full to the max joyous occasion to witness some
cracking football for a change. It was something not seen at the ground for quite
some time.




The game played on a beautifully manicured surface in warm and sunny conditions,
attracted just over 20,000 spectators, less than expected before kick-off. The club
also issued a newsy full-colour 64-page matchday programme for the game - it
contained everything you would expect but priced at £4 (written in small print on
the back,) | thought this was a bit OTT. Knowing that this will be one of only a few
programmes I’ll buy on my hopping trips this season, | shouldn’t really complain,
should I? Still buzzing when | got home afterwards, | can honestly say this was
definitely a Sunday to remember. Maybe having an enforced embargo placed on
the club has been a blessing in disguise. It may have stopped the reckless spending
seen in previous transfer windows. Only time will tell as the rest of the campaign
unfolds. Enjoy your travels this season wherever you go...

FGIF Match Rating: 5* FGIF Ground Rating: 5*

R No.1: WebEd - Saturday 16th August 2025; AFC Manton Club v Rossington FC;
Central Midlands Alliance Division One North; Kick-Off: 3pm; Venue: Manton Sports
and Social Club, Retford Road, Worksop, Notts; S80 2PU; Result: 1-2; Admission:
£2; Programme: None; Attendance: 62.

DEFINITELY A DAY OF FIRSTS...

|t’s the first Saturday of my new hopping season and I’m heading down to Worksop
in Nottinghamshire for my footy fix. My chosen game features a Central Midlands
Alliance League game where two of the competition’s newest recruits face each
other in an eagerly awaited Division One North fixture. The journey from FGIF HQ
takes about seventy minutes to complete using the M62, M18 and A1 and | arrive at
the FC Manton Sports Club with plenty of time to spare ahead of kick-off.

The football club was only formed in the early summer months and is a different
set up to a previous Manton Club (which you may have heard about) that joined




the CMAL last season but didn’t fulfill any of its matches. Set beside the
meandering Chesterfield Canal, the impressive site found off Retford Road,
occupies a large plot of enclosed land. Fronted with a smart gated entrance, the
driveway leads to a superb old brick pavilion on the left and the main pitches over
to the right. According to a small plaque affixed to the front, the building was
erected in 1926 with funds provided by the Wigan Coal & Iron Company and the
former Manton Colliery Institute before it was opened in 1933. You can appreciate
the vista from the delightful first-floor balcony complete with its decked, seated
patio area offering an excellent view over the immediate landscape.

Several pitches (many belonging to junior sides) are marked out on the adjoining
field with the main (un-roped) one used by the men’s team today found on the
very far side of the complex requiring a short trek to reach it - there’s a law about
that! It’s still very much a grassroots set up here with no dedicated cover or dug-
outs available at present. During a break in play, there’s plenty to observe from
pitch side including the large imposing electricity power lines suspended between
tall pylons which pass by perilously overhead; you can’t help but miss the large
modern telecommunications tower located behind the goal at far end and if you
turn around and look the other way, you’ll notice a tall ornately decorated brick
red chimney which forms part of the now abandoned Bracebridge Pumping Station,
a well-established landmark in the Worksop area, so I’m told.

As this is the opening day of the new season for both clubs, a couple of league
officials donned in promotional attire are in attendance to welcome both teams as
they take to the pitch this afternoon. On a mission, they are keen to promote the
league and are encouraged to see so many spectators ahead of kick-off; they even
pass around some business cards to those snappers who are present (that’s only me
and the official club photographer, to be precise!) and hope we enjoy our short
stay.

Although visitors Rossington are making their league debut here this afternoon
they were established back in the early 1990’s, playing in the CML before folding.
More recently they joined the Doncaster Saturday League achieving promotion as
champions last season - | did in fact make a visit to their old Miners Welfare ground
back in December 2024 when they beat Kiveton Park 3-2 in a terrific Sheffield &
Hallamshire County League Quarter Final encounter and was suitably impressed by
their performance on the day.

Today’s game played on a dry, bone hard pitch covered in a thin layer of straw-
coloured, parched grass in mostly warm sunny conditions, was a superb advert for
the league. Closely contested throughout, it’s the visitors from Doncaster who
score first when Tom Stalton (10) lobs the keeper to give his side an early lead.
Kieran Baskerville (50) adds a second shortly after the break, cheekily poking the
ball through a group of players from inside the six-yard box. Just when it looks like
all the points will be heading back up to South Yorkshire Kian Smith (90) pulls one
back for Manton following a tap in at the back post. We’re into the dying minutes
and it helps to create a bit of late drama. But it’s a case of being too little too late
as Rossington manage to hang on for a well-deserved victory and claim the
bragging rights in the ‘battle of the newbies’.




The match was attended by a decent crowd fast approaching sixty, including
several other travellers who had come from far and wide to get in a ‘new tick’. |
was really chuffed to bump into (not literally) mega-hopper Dave Garrow who had
travelled over from his new base in Staffordshire to watch the game. Incredibly it
must have been well over ten years ago since we last met each other at a game, so
it was good to reminisce over our recent travels. | was pleased to know that he is
back on his feet and on his way to making a full recovery after experiencing a
couple of major health issues over the last twelve months or so. Apparently, you
can check out all the details about his care under the NHS, by clicking on the
excellent Non-League Matters forum pages - look form his handle Dave56 (by the
way he said he was happy for me to pass it on to other members of the hopping
fraternity)! You may also be interested to note that a £2 admission fee was
charged for entry which didn’t, unfortunately, include a programme, but this is
something the club is considering in the future.

| must say that | really enjoyed my trip down to Nottinghamshire - it had been a
cracking hop to mark not only my first game of the new season but on hindsight
also my first in the new Central Midlands Alliance League since restructuring took
place a couple of years ago. Having received a lovely warm welcome from
everyone connected with the club | would recommend a visit to the Manton Club to
all footy fans and travellers alike. | shall certainly look out with keen interest for
the future results of both clubs in the coming weeks as the season progresses. If
you are a fan of this league or just want to find out more, then check out the
excellent downloadable club directory on the dedicated pages of Full-Time. It
certainly covers everything you need to know, and more... the joys of hopping
continue, have fun wherever you go in 2025-26!

FGIF Match Rating: 3* FGIF Ground Rating: 3*




