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Programme of the Year Awards — Certificates

Introduction

Welcome everyone to the FGIF Programme Review Pages!

Firstly, | would like to say a big thankyou to all the dedicated club editors and readers out there who
have contributed their superbly produced programmes to FGIF over the last twenty years. Every
season we continue to be amazed by the consistently high standards of the matchday magazines we
receive at FGIF HQ. Without your help none of this would be at all possible.

Based on a comprehensive checklist we are able to rank each programme using a five-star rating
system. This gives us some idea of the overall standard of each issue published (see the FGIF
Programme Checklist and PR Scoring Scheme pages found elsewhere in this section). As you can see,
we take into account things like the amount of content and reading material devoted to the match,
club articles, news and reviews, stats, adverts etc as well as general presentation and layout. It also
weighs up whether the publication goes the extra mile and is value for money considering the level
the club is playing at in the overall football pyramid system.

Please note that this is not intended to be critical in any way, as we all know the time, effort and
resources it takes to produce a programme (both electronically and on paper) these days, whether a
club plays in the Football League or at a step much lower down the pecking order. It certainly is a
‘labour of love’ and we acknowledge that the majority of editors are unpaid volunteers who give up
their free time willingly.

It is a real joy to share their work in this review. So, if you come across any programmes on your
travels which you think are worthy of praise or of interest to fellow paper-chasers, do let us know.
You can send a scan as an attachment to an E-Mail or send a copy by post (please contact me for a
forwarding address). We hope you find the FGIF Programme Review section both valuable and
something that adds to your enjoyment of watching football.



http://footballgroundsinfocus.com/PoYA1Home.htm

Awards for All

At the end of each season, we actively reward clubs with the recognition they rightfully deserve for
all their hard work and time spent in producing a matchday programme. Depending on available
resources there is a naturally a wide variation in the standard of programmes we receive from the
basic photocopied folded A4 sheet right up to a full colour 40-page glossy issue packed with content
and reading material featuring a wide range of interesting club articles, an array of match statistics,
reports, photos and even a half-time quiz to enjoy with your half-time cuppa.

We value ALL the programmes we receive no matter what the standard or review rating and as such
ANY club can be eligible for an FGIF Programme of the Year certificate of achievement as nominated
by YOU the fans. It’s not just the very best clubs who gain recognition for producing the Programme
of the Year, but it is something that is open to all clubs and programme editors out there to be a part
of. To qualify all we need is a recommendation or nomination made by you, your fans or matchday
readers!
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PoY Certificates - The overall winner, 2nd & 3™ Placed Clubs

The clubs which are judged to be the overall winner, second and third place in the annual FGIF PoY
Awards will all automatically receive a commemorative certificate to mark their achievement. This
will contain the name of the club, the year the award is being made for and the level of achievement
(usually a 5* rating). In some exceptional cases where the quality of the programme is superior, then
it may even be considered for a 5* Special Rating (as shown above, centre).

PoY Certificates — Highly Commended (5* Rating)

Where a club gains a 5* rating for their programme but does achieve a top three place in the overall
PoY Award, they are also eligible to receive the award of a certificate for their publication in the
same way. This outstanding achievement is regarded as a ‘Highly Commended’ effort and fully




deserves the same recognition. The wording on the certificate is adapted slightly to show this level of
award (see above left).

PoY Certificates — Deserving of an Award (ANY Rating)

Throughout the season we receive many recommendations from fans, visitors or groundhoppers to
let us know about a club which produces a superb programme especially for their level in the
pyramid and feel that their publication (and editor) deserves great praise and wider recognition for
what they have accomplished. Again, we can produce a certificate to underline their overall effort
and achievement showing the appropriate level of rating. However, we MUST receive a copy of your
programme in the post (or as an attachment via E-Mail) with your nomination to be eligible.

So, how can | nominate my club for an award?

Firstly, get in touch with FGIF by E-mail or by IMS (see the main Contacts page for details) and let us
know about the club you wish to nominate and the league or competition they play. Secondly, tell us
something about the programme including match details for which it is issued, the number of pages,
price and a club contact (for example the programme editor, club secretary etc). As stated above you
will also need to send us a scanned copy of the front cover (as a PDF attachment) with your message
or a paper copy of the programme by post (contact FGIF HQ for posting information). Please note
that we cannot return programmes once they have been sent to us or refund postage fees incurred.

What happens next?

Within a few days of receiving your programme details and nomination, we will acknowledge receipt
of your E-Mail. We will then add your club programme details onto our PoY list of clubs requesting an
award certificate. We can also upload the cover scan onto our PR page in the Programmes section of
the site to share with other readers.

When will | get my Award?

Once the season is finally over and all nominations are received, we will compile our annual FGIF PoY
Awards list. The results will be published online at some time during the mid-season which is
normally in or around mid-July. Soon after all certificates are digitally prepared at FGIF HQ and sent
out via E-Mail to a designated club contact as a downloadable PDF ready to be printed off at their
end. Normally this is formatted to A5 size but A4 is also available upon request, and both are
specifically designed to fit inside most modern picture frames.

Does it cost anything to obtain a certificate?

By sending certificates directly to clubs by E-Mail in a ready to print format means that the service is
FREE of charge. This obviously helps us to reduce costs and clubs can generate their own PoY Award
to suit different sizes, bespoke styles and stationery formats (paper, card etc). However, if you would
like us to post an award to you then you will need to pay the costs involved (see next item below).

What if | haven’t got access to a printer?

This is not a problem. Certificates can also be printed at FG/F HQ and sent out to clubs via Royal Mail.
As this is a more time consuming and expensive way of receiving an award, a necessary fee is
charged to cover both stationery and printing as well as delivery costs involved in postage and
packaging. Please contact us for more details about using this service.




And finally...a polite reminder...

We would politely like to remind all clubs, programme editors, fans, hoppers and readers etc that WE
MUST RECEIVE A COPY OF YOUR MATCHDAY PROGRAMMIE (OR COVER SCAN OF IT) TOGETHER WITH
YOUR NOMINATION BEFORE WE CAN PROCESS ANY TYPE OF PoY AWARD...this needs to be done
before the end of the current season to be considered. Many thanks.

If you have any queries or questions relating to the information contained in this section of the PoY
Awards, please get in touch with us. In the meantime, we hope that you have a successful campaign,
and the fans will enjoy reading your matchday programme. Keep up the great work!

All info updated by MW (Web Ed) on 01/09/23.




