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PROGRAMME REVIEW

As a self-confessed ‘ground collecting’ obsessive it’s always a thrill to visit a new ground. So,
imagine my excitement when | found out that one of the clubs on my ‘to do’ list, Goole United
AFC, was issuing a programme for their matches this season: | just couldn’t wait to get there!

It’s even more remarkable when you realise that the club plays its games in the East Riding
County League, that’s step twelve and below in the national footy pyramid. In all the years I've
been watching local football, | don’t think there has been a club has that has ever issued before
in this competition. It’s all down to affable, enthusiastic and hard-working club secretary and
programme editor Mark Lockwood who has started producing a matchday magazine for United
this season. There may be many bigger clubs in the area but, to be honest, this has got to be one
of the best football programmes for its level (remember many clubs still play on park pitches in
this league) that we have reviewed at FGIF HQ in recent years. My copy for today’s county cup
game against Scarborough-based Edgehill, is outstanding, not only in terms of its fan-focused
content but also in its terrific layout and presentation.

Although there isn’t a ton of reading material here and there are a few adverts from local
companies (why not, they bring in much-needed cash), you certainly won’t be disappointed by
what you find inside its quality 24 pages. It contains everything and more that you need to whet
your appetite ahead of the game. | don’t want to be ploughing through loads of irrelevant
articles; | just need to know the basics about the club and how it’s doing in the current
campaign, and that’s what you get here.

Readers will be impressed by the beautiful presentation too —fronted by a striking cover
depicting the team and an aerial shot of the club ground on the back, its printed on lovely glossy
paper, containing a nice balance of colour and is carefully and neatly laid out which makes it
easy and fun to read. As well as the important matchday welcome, there’s a short club history
as well as dedicated news and statistics (plenty of those) offering an in-depth coverage devoted
to all of United’s teams in action. You will find stuff about the Academy, Vets, Sunday and junior
teams which clearly promotes a real community feel about the club. And don’t forget about the
committee, all those unpaid volunteers working tirelessly behind the scenes, they get a mention
too.

But what sets this apart though from other programmes (even at a higher-level) out there is the
attention paid to detail which makes it so appealing, especially to a stats anorak like me. The
headers contain both the club and league logos which is a lovely touch and sets the tone for
what is to come. Each page is absolutely jam-packed with information that will definitely get
your hopping juices flowing, I’'m sure. If you want to know the line-ups, recent results, upcoming
fixtures and current league tables, they’re all here. If you look closely, you will also find details
about matchday appearances; goals and wait for it...the assists. Top notch stuff indeed. Last
week’s first team match report contained mini colour photos (thumbnails) of the scorers and
even the official attendance figure is listed for good measure! How Mark finds the time to edit
his programme (a regular edition for all home games by the way), | honestly don’t know how he
does it. And yes, there’s also a player profile page to keep you busy whilst enjoying your half-
time cuppa. This week it’s all about his son Leon who plays wing-back for United and lists his
biggest regret in life so far as buying white and gold Predator football boots - well, he is still only
eighteen, after all!!




Editor Mark should be very proud of his superb matchday magazine and deserves great praise
for his dedication and hard work in penning this top award-winning programme. This truly
outstanding publication is a welcome addition to any programme collection and one worthy of
winning the FGIF Programme of The Year Award. | can thoroughly recommend it to all football
supporters and paper-chasers alike. Judging by the excellent feedback already posted on social
media platforms, | couldn’t agree more, it’s brilliant!!

Readers will be pleased to learn that Mark is issuing once again this season as Goole United
AFC make a welcome return to the Humber Premier League after taking the East Riding County
League Premier Division title back in May. A copy of each programme which comes free with
admission, normally contains 24-pages and is available from the bar in the club pavilion. They
also do a club badge so if you want one just ask. All enquiries regarding their superb matchday
magazine should be made to Mark by E-Mail at the following address: zicospock@aol.com

Fully Reviewed on 09/12/25 by Martin Wray — Web Editor, Football Grounds in Focus.

VIEW THE GUAFC PROGRAMME RATING CHECKLIST

And finally, the FGIF team can highlight some or all of the following points which helped to make
this our undoubted choice for Programme of the Year for 2024-25. What do you think?

SO, WHAT MAKES A5 * STAR SPECIAL PROGRAMME DIFFERENT?

(1) Going that extra mile! The sheer amount of time, effort and devotion that the club
editor(s) has gone into making the programme such a terrific matchday publication;

(2) Attention to extra detail, facts or in depth-analysis which has been used in compiling
the well-researched articles;

(3) The beautiful layout, type set, graphics and presentation involved in producing each
and every page;

C L S A

(4) The relevant match-related content (including colour photos) that

captivates the reader and sets this apart from all other programmes (not necessarily a
lot of pages which could be filled with endless advertising or otherwise copied from the
web etc) but holds interest;

{

(5) Spectator-friendly - the programme is published with the fans in mind; it's about their
club and the community which the club belongs to. Player pen pictures and,
sponsorship forthcoming matches. Bigger clubs take note!

{

(6) Represents superb value for money - a cracking balance between adverts, reading
material, stats and interesting articles and

J (7) Not a one-off publication - it is consistently and highly regarded as being of an
exceptionally high standard (by readers and fans) each week throughout the season
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and is definitely one of the best additions to your collection. It is thoroughly deserving of
an FGIF Special Rating Award as judged by the fans and readers.

End




